First Presbyterian Church of Ocean City
Second Sunday in Lent
Liturgy for Sunday, February 28, 2021 - 10:30 am

Caravaggio—1601

We Prepare Our Hearts and Minds: “Those that set God always before them and walk before
Him with all of their hearts, shall find Him as good as His word and better; He will keep both covenant with
them and show mercy to them.” - Matthew Henry

Ringing of the Church Bell
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship (responsive)
Organist Jacob Todd
In the waters of baptism, we are named and claimed by God.
By God’s grace we become God’s own.
It is by faith that we journey with God.
Like Abraham and Sarah, we trust in the Lord our God.
God’s covenant with us is sure and steadfast.
He will guide us through life, carry us through death, and make a home for us in his kingdom.
Amen.

Prelude

Hymn: “Peace Like a River” # 498
1 I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river,
I’ve got peace like a river in my soul, I’ve got peace like a river,
I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river in my soul. (my soul.)
2 I’ve got love like an ocean, I’ve got love like an ocean,
I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul, I’ve go love like an ocean,
I’ve got love like an ocean, I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul. (my soul.)
3 I’ve got joy like a fountain, I’ve got joy like a fountain,
I’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul, I’ve got joy like a fountain,
I’ve got joy like a fountain, I’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul. (my soul.)

Prayer of Confession (unison)
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not been
sincere Christians.
We claim to follow Jesus
but have not taken his path of sacrificial love.
We profess to be disciples,
but we are not willing to bear the cost of discipleship.
We affirm the virtue of self-denial,
but we indulge our selfish desires and seek earthly gain.
Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for sincere repentance
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon (responsive)
Hear the good news:
God deems as righteous all who trust that Jesus
has been raised from the dead for our salvation.
In the name of Jesus Christ,
we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

Gloria Patri (unison)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

Prayer for Illumination (unison)
Holy Spirit,
open our hearts to receive your Word,
reveal to us the good news,
and enable us to trust in the promise of salvation
in Jesus Christ. Amen.

Doxology (unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. Praise him above
ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

1st Scripture Reading: Romans 4: 13-25 [NRSV]
Beth LaBrunda
4:13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith.
4:14 If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.
4:15 For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.
4:16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us,
4:17 as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations") --in the presence of the God
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist.
4:18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become "the father of many nations,"
according to what was said, "So numerous shall your descendants be."
4:19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness
of Sarah's womb.
4:20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his
faith as he gave glory to God,
4:21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
4:22 Therefore his faith "was reckoned to him as righteousness."
4:23 Now the words, "it was reckoned to him," were written not for his sake alone,
4:24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord
from the dead,
4:25 who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

2nd Scripture Reading: Genesis 17: 1-7, 16 [NRSV]
Rev. Dan McKenty
17:1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, "I
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless.
17:2 And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly
numerous."
17:3 Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him,
17:4 "As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of
nations.
17:5 No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made
you the ancestor of a multitude of nations.
17:6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come
from you.
17:7 I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your
offspring after you.
17:15 God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall
be her name.
17:16 I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give
rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her."

Sermon:

“Blessing and Promise, Naming and Covenant”

Rev. Dan McKenty

Hymn “According to Thy Gracious Word” # 321 (verses 1, 2, & 5)
1 According to Thy gracious word, In meek humility,
This will I do, my dying Lord: I will remember Thee.
2 Thy body, broken for my sake, My bread from heav’n shall be;
Thy testamental cup I take, And thus remember Thee.
5 And when these failing lips grow dumb And mind and mem’ry flee,
When Thou shalt in Thy kingdom come, Jesus, remember me!

Affirmation of Faith - taken from Romans (unison)
We believe there is no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus;
for we know that all things work together for good
for those who love God,
who are called according to God’s purpose.
We are convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Sacrament of our Lord’s Supper (responsive)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right and our greatest joy
to give you thanks and praise,
O God our creator and redeemer.
In your wisdom, you made all things
and sustain them by your power.
You formed us in your image to love and serve you.
When we were slaves in Egypt you freed us
and led us through the waters of the sea.
You fed us with heavenly food in the wilderness,
and satisfied our thirst from desert springs.
On a holy mountain you gave us your law

To guide us in your way.
Through the waters of Jordan
you led us into the land of your promise,
and you sustained us in times of trial.
You spoke through prophets
Calling us to turn from our willful ways
to new obedience and righteousness.
You sent your only Son
to be the way to eternal life.
Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with choirs of angels
and with all the faithful of every time and place,
who forever sing to the glory of your name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
You are holy, O God of majesty,
and bless is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
He took upon himself the weight of our sin
and carried the burden of our guilt.
He shared our life in every way,
and though tempted, was sinless to the end.
Baptized as your own, he went willingly to his death
and by your power was raised to new life.
In his dying and rising,
you gave birth to your church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts,
we take this bread and this wine
from the gifts you have given us,
and celebrate with joy
the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.
Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
as a living and holy offering of ourselves,
that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.

Gracious God,
pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,
that the bread we break
and the cup we bless
may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit unite us with the living Christ,
and with all who are baptized in his name,
that we may be one in ministry in every place.
As this bread is Christ’s body for us,
send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.
Help us, O God, to be obedient to your call
to love all your children,
to do justice and show mercy,
and to live in peace with your whole creation.
Guide us through the desert of life,
quench our thirst with the living waters,
satisfy our hunger with the bread of heaven.
Give us strength to serve you faithfully
until the promised day of resurrection,
when with the redeemed of all the ages
we will feast with you at your table in glory.
Through Christ,
all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,
with the Holy Spirit in the holy church,
now and forever. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Trusting in God’s promises,
let us pray for the world and for our needs, saying,
Holy God, hear our prayer.

God, you blessed Abraham and Sarah
and promised to make them the ancestors
of many nations.
In Jesus Christ you have opened your covenant
to everyone who lives by faith in you.
For all the descendants of Abraham and Sarah,
both Jews and Christians,
that they may trust in your promise,
dwell together in peace, and be a sign of your abiding love,
Holy God, hear our prayer.
God, Jesus your Son called disciples to follow his way
of sacrificial love.
For all pastors and teachers,
that they lead the church by humble example,
take up their cross in faithful service,
and live for the sake of the gospel,
Holy God, hear our prayer.

God, your reign encompasses all the earth,
though many do not remember your
gracious sovereignty.
For peace among the nations
and for integrity within governments,
that your will be done on earth as in heaven,
Holy God, hear our prayer.
God, you hear the cry of the poor,
and you satisfy the hungry with good things.
For the poor and the oppressed,
that they may find deliverance,
and for all who voluntarily take up the cross of self-denial
to serve the poor and alleviate human misery,
Holy God, hear our prayer.
God, you know the needs of the afflicted
and you hear their cries.
For those who suffer illness of mind or body,
that they may find relief from suffering
and be restored to wholeness,
Holy God, hear our prayer. And we pray for ….
Grant these prayers, Holy God, by your grace.
Stir up in us the will to seek out your kingdom
with the dedication of our lives in ministry to the world,
for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ,
through whom we pray with the words taught to us and thus we pray,
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn “God Be With You” # 602
1 God be with you till we meet again; By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again.
2 God be with you till we meet again; ‘Neath His wings protecting hide you,
Daily manna still provide you; God be with you till we meet again.

Charge
Benediction
Postlude “Three-Fold Amen”

Prayers, Calendar, and More …
Berlin Nursing Home: For all those whom we’re unable to visit or sing with during this
time of virus.

Calendar
Sunday, February 28th
Thursday, March 4th
Sunday, March 7th
Tuesday, March 9th
Tuesday, March 9th
Tuesday, March 9th
Wednesday, March 10th

Fellowship
Brown Bag Bible Study
Return to In-Person Worship!
Book Club
Deacons’ Meeting
Session Meeting
Return of Girl Scouts #812 !!

11:30 am (via Zoom)
12:30 pm (via Zoom)
10:30 am
2:00 pm
3:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:00 pm

Birthdays
Jim Latour (February 29th)

In the Refectory
Lord Christ, we pray thy mercy on our table spread,
And what thy gentle hands have given thy men
Let it by thee be blessed: whate’er we have
Came from the lavish heart and gentle hand,
And all that’s good is thine, for thou art good.
And ye that eat, give thanks for it to Christ,
And let the words ye utter be only peace,
For Christ loved peace: it was himself that said,
Peace I give unto you, my peace I leave with you.
Grant that our own may be a generous hand
Breaking the bread for all poor men, sharing the food.
Christ shall receive the bread thou gavest his poor,
And shall not tarry to give thee reward.
Alcuin - Eighth Century

Hear the Good News! Beginning March 7th First Presbyterian Church will reopen for in-person worship, Adult Sunday School and all other normal church
activities. Masks, hand
sanitizers and distancing
will still be in place. We will
continue to hold off on
fellowship until the COVID
situation improves further.
Being together as the body
of Christ and worshiping
our Lord together is such
joy! We look forward to
seeing you all on the 7th. Please call Beth or Pastor Dan with any questions you
have. # 410-289-9340.

Brown Bag Bible Study!
Pastor Dan presents a new Bible study series entitled “Equipping the Saints (that’s y’all!) – The
Brown Bag Bible Series” We will first tackle the Book of Acts with a series entitled “Walking with
the Spirit.” The idea is to meet together via Zoom every Thursday
from 12:30-1:30. We will break bread together, discuss the
readings and share how the text speaks to our own faith lives. We

will also catch up with each other, share joys and concerns and
share each other’s company.
Munchings, crunchings, slurpings and laughter are all welcome so
bring your sandwich, salad or shake and join the crowd! A Zoom link will be sent every
Wednesday the day before and all you need do is send Pastor Dan or Beth an email asking to be
included and you will receive the Zoom invite every Wednesday, it’s as simple as that! Because
we are doing this via Zoom, we have room for lots of participants so spread the news to your
friends and neighbors. Our series kicked off Thursday, January 21st but newcomers are
enthusiastically welcomed!

Sanctuary Flowers

Fellowship—Zoom Style

On March 7th we will be able to worship
together in person again, and will want to
adorn our sanctuary with beautiful flowers
for our Lord’s Day Worship. A calendar has
been placed on the right-side bulletin board
going toward Fellowship Hall. Anyone who
would like to dedicate flowers in memory or
in honor of a loved one is encouraged to do
so. Forms are available at the bulletin board.
The following Sunday’s have openings for
chancel vases:

While we are worshipping apart physically, we thought it
would be helpful to restart our Zoom Fellowship. Let’s
make the most of the technology we have and spend a bit
of time seeing the faces we love and catch up on our lives,
together.

March 14 – 2 vases
March 28 - 2 vases
April 11 - 2 vases
April 18th - 1 vase
Please contact Marty Cropper
(benzgrammyinoc@yahoo.com) with any
questions.

We’ll start the Zoom at 11:30 am, after our worship service.
As a reminder you don’t have to create an account—just
go to www.zoom.us and click on the Join a Meeting button
in the upper right hand corner. When prompted, enter the
Meeting ID and Password shown below:
Meeting ID: 886 5289 8320
Password: Fellowship
The Meeting ID and Password will be the same each week.
We’re looking forward to seeing you!

Girl Scout Cookies!
It’s that time of year!!! If you need to stock up on
your supply of those most yummy Girl Scout Cookies,
our very own Summer Brenner is the best source!
Call Kim Brenner at 443-205-2714, to purchase
cookies and arrange delivery.

$5 / box, except S’mores & Toffee-Tastic $6 / box.

Due to the generosity of our church
family and so many in our community,
our Pantry is in good shape for the next
week. Please keep an eye on our
Facebook page and next week’s
Bulletin, where we will note items that
we’re running low on.
Thank you all - we continue to be
neighbors helping neighbors.

