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410-289-9340 
From the Pastor  

I am very conscious of the fact that I am now in my stage in this pas-
torate of “the lasts.” It was my last Christmas Eve with you, it will be 
my last 2nd Sunday of Christmas with you, my last Epiphany with 
you, etc. In our interim training, we are taught to prepare to leave from 
the time we come to any church. So, I have been anticipating this stage 
since March of 2024 when I joined you. 

I hate New Year’s resolutions, but here is one I am going to try and 
keep, and maybe you will too. It comes from my Seminary Professor 
Marty, who taught Greek. There are 150 Psalms in the Bible. If you 
read 5 Psalms each day, by the end of one month, you will have read 
the whole book of Psalms. I remember her telling us that every day she 
found either joy or comfort or whatever it was that she was needing on 
that day in the Psalms that she read. Give it a try with me! 

It is a new year, and this church will be getting a new pastor in 2026. It 
is an exciting time in the life of this congregation, and I am excited for 
all of you. I will be retiring to Felton, DE to my new little house and 
living my best life. I have plans to travel in 2026, take up quilting clas-
ses once more, hoping I did not forget too much while I have been in 
Ocean City and going back to attending my monthly Quilt Guild and 
Book Club meetings in Dover. My grandson is a senior in Dover, and I 
am so looking forward to watching him play his last season of high 
school baseball and watching him graduate. 

This faith community will always hold a special place in my heart. 
Please know that. I am not permitted to come back here to perform 
weddings, funerals, or baptisms. That is the Presbyterian rule of law. 
This is so the new pastor can really do his/her job well. I will not be 
doing pulpit supply for one year, my own choice. I am, however, per-
mitted to attend funerals, but I don’t want to think about that as I am 
leaving. 

My wishes to all of the members of FPC Ocean City for a wonderful 
and blessed 2026.  

   

Shalom, Pastor Debbie  
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Please don’t forget our 3rd Sunday collection for Samaritan Shelter! 

We will be collecting household supplies on Sunday, January 18, 2026 to take to Samaritan 
Shelter in Pocomoke City. This has been a monthly activity of our church for many years. 
Household items such as dish soap, laundry soap, bath tissue, paper towels, zip loc bags, alu-
minum foil, etc. Anything that you need to maintain a household will be welcome. So please 
remember this when you are grocery shopping. Nancy and Rich Wright will be taking  the 
items to Pocomoke to the Samaritan Shelter..   Thank you Nancy and Rich! 

NOTE 
The Grace Parker Breakfast is on hiatus until  

NOVEMBER 2026!   

IMPORTANT! 
Annual Congregational Meeting following worship on  

January 4, 2026. 
Election of Officers (Session and Deacons) 

Review Budget 
Review Committee Reports 

Plan on attending this important meeting! 
Installation of new officers will take place on Sunday January 11, 2026 

Women of Worship (WOW) 

WOW will meet Tuesday, January 20, 2026 at 11:00AM.  Our Bible Study les-

son is part II-Finding Our Joy.  Lesson Four-The Prodigal Child, The Eldest 

Child and The Devoted Parent.  All women of the church are encouraged to 

attend and bring lunch to share in fellowship afterward. 

Betsy and Nancy, Co-Chairs 

HOW MUCH DID YOU THINK YOU KNEW ABOUT THE CHRISTMAS STORY? 

For those of you who picked up a “Christmas I.Q. Test” before Christmas, a reminder that 
the answers will be copied and available for you on Sunday, January 4. I hope you had fun 
with the Christmas quiz! 
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Lunch Bunch  The Lunch Bunch will meet for 

their first lunch of the year on Tuesday, January 27 at 11:30 

at Sophia’s in Ocean City. Address is 11405 Coastal Hwy.  

Jan Phillips will be making the reservations.  So give Jan a call 

at 410-600-5631 and plan on being there.   Bring a friend 

and join the lunch bunch on January 27 at 11:30AM. All Wel-

come– men also! 

Book Club   February 17, 2026  (Discuss moving to different day!) 
The next book for the book club will be “The Penny” by Joyce Meyer and 
Deborah Bedford. From the book jacket: Jenny Blake has no idea how her 
life will change in the summer of 1955.  But the day she stoops to pick up a 
penny embedded in the hot asphalt, she starts a chain of events that will 
transform her life and the lives of those around her in amazing ways. 

Deacons meeting The Deacons will meet on January 18 following worship in the small room 
off of Fellowship Hall. Reorganization with new deacons. 

Session Meeting The session will meet on January 20, 2026 at 1PM in Fellowship Hall. 

Thanks to all who made a box for the Operation Christmas 

Child project. We delivered 18 boxes to be sent out.  

 

And a huge thank you to all who contributed to the buying of 

gift cards for Samaritan Shelter so that the employees there 

could shop for the residents, who would be there on Christ-

mas day. You all contributed $ 745 to be used to purchase 

gift cards from Seaside Christian Academy to go to Samaritan 

Shelter. This purchase raises funds for Seaside Christian 

Academy also thus we helped two organizations. 

FREE BOOK GIVE-AWAY 

Pastor Debbie is giving away a lot of books that she will not be using once she is retired. This 
includes hymnals, Bibles, commentaries, and Bible study books that 
can be done as an individual. They will be displayed in the room ad-
jacent to the main part of the Fellowship Hall. Stop by and look dur-
ing the Fellowship time and take a few books home. Free books will 
be there all during the month of January. Leftover books will be do-
nated to Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, VA. 



Prayer Alert 

 Don’t ever forget it is a wonderful privilege the Lord has given us, to lift anyone in 
prayer in the Name of Jesus, Who is the GREAT Physician. Praise His Holy name!  
 Our Lord wants to hear from us daily, so remember our prayer list as you pray dai-
ly! If you have a prayer request (no prayer is too big or too small for our Lord and 

King) please contact Pastor Debbie at 843-568-6480 or email djh3675@gmail.com 
   Blessings, Pastor Deb and Beth 

Member of the Month   Lisa and Buzzy Bayles   by Dawn Butler 
 

This was my first interview of a couple! It went very well and I enjoyed “getting to know” 
Lisa & Buzzy as they shared their lives with me. 

Lisa has attended First Presbyterian for 30 years and Buzzy, 24 years. They both love the 
people who attend our church. 

Lisa became a Christian in Senior High school and Buzzy accepted Christ into his life 24 
years ago. Lisa’s favorite Bible verse is “Be still and know that I am God.” Psalms 46:10. 
Buzzy’s is “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” John 8:12. 

Lisa grew up in Snow Hill, Maryland and Buzzy in Frederick, Maryland. They have been 
married 36 years! They met at a fireman’s Shrimp Feast. Buzzy was a bachelor until he was 
45! They live on Herring Creek, located in West Ocean City, Maryland. 

Before they retired, Lisa worked as a Nurse Practitioner for 36 years and Buzzy retired as a 
Maryland State Trooper 15 years ago. Buzzy’s favorite author is Shelby Foote who writes a 
lot about Civil History. They both enjoy read-
ing to relax and Buzzy also enjoys playing 
golf. They don’t have any pets but Lisa enjoys 
dog sitting occasionally. 

Both Lisa & Buzzy have been active in choir. 
Lisa also plays Bells and served as elder for 
many years.  Buzzy has served as a Trustee. 

One of my favorite questions is, “If you could 
have dinner with anyone in the Bible ( besides 
Jesus) who would it be?” Lisa answered, “Paul 
because of his amazing transformation and 
God’s calling on his life. Buzzy said, “John 
The Baptist because of his strong faith as he 
stood against oppression.” 

Thank you, Lisa & Buzzy for allowing me to 
interview you and share “your life story” with 
the congregation at First Presbyterian. 



 

 

READING THE WHOLE BIBLE IN A YEAR 

Have you ever wanted to read through the entire Bible? Well, 2026 is the time to do it with 

friends from your church. It will take 20 minutes a day, and we begin with Genesis and Mat-

thew. By the end of 2026, you will 

have read the entire Bible. There is 

a reading guide that will be given to 

participants. A sign-up sheet is 

available on the back table of the 

sanctuary. Meetings will be on 

Thursday at 10:30 to discuss what 

was read starting January 8. We may 

meet every other week. 

PASTOR DEBBIE VACATION JANUARY 18 

Pastor Debbie will be on vacation on Sunday, January 18 so that 

she can attend a baby shower in PA for her only niece. Filling 

the pulpit that Sunday will be the Rev. Dr. Len Hedges-Goettl, 

who led worship here last July. 

The Hymn Of The Month for January is WE’RE MARCHING 
TO ZION.  I remember attending a Pentecostal church when 
I was 9 and the minister had the congregation follow one 
another as we walked around the church sanctuary singing 
“We’re marching to Zion, Beautiful, Beautiful Zion.  We’re 
marching onward to Zion, the beautiful city of God.” It’s a 
positive memory I’ll never forget.    Dawn Butler 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

   1 2 3 

4  Worship   

10:30AM 
Congregation 
Meeting after 

 
Jachie and Bob 

Bates Anni. 

5 6 
Lisa Bayles BD 

7Handbell prac-

tice 5PM 
 
Choir Practice 
6PM 

8 
Read the Bible in 
Year 10:30AM 

9 10 
Summer Brenner 

BD 

11 
Worship 
10:30AM 

12 13 14Sue LaTour 

BD 

Handbell practice 
5PM 
Choir Practice 
6PM 

15 
Read the Bible in 
Year 10:30AM 

16 17 

18 
Worship 
10:30AM 

19 
Ludia Frasca BD 

20 
WOW 11AM 
 
Session  1PM  

21 

Handbell practice 
5PM 
 
Choir Practice 
6PM 

22 
Read the Bible in 
Year 10:30AM 

23 24 

25 
Worship 
10:30AM 

26 27 
Lunch Bunch 
Sophia’s 
11:30AM 

28Sarah 

Dypsky BD 
Handbell practice 
5PM 
Choir Practice 
6PM 

29 
Read the Bible in 
Year 10:30AM 

30 31 
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Revised Common Lectionary Readings for: 

 Sunday, January 4, 2026, the Second Sunday after Christmas 
(Year A) 

 First Reading Jeremiah 31:7-14 · Psalm 147:12-20 · Second 
Reading Ephesians 1:3-14 · Gospel John 1:(1-9) 10-18 
 

Revised Common Lectionary Readings for Sunday, January 11, 2026, the Baptism of the Lord 
(Year A) 

· First Reading Isaiah 42:1-9 · Psalm 29 · Second Reading Acts 10:34-43 · Gospel Matthew 
3:13-17 
 

Revised Common Lectionary Readings for Sunday, January 18, 2026, the Second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time (Year A) 

· First Reading Isaiah 49:1-7 · Psalm 40:1-11 · Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 · Gospel 
John 1:29-42 
 

Revised Common Lectionary Readings for Sunday, January 25, 2026, the Third Sunday in Or-
dinary Time (Year A) 

· First Reading Isaiah 9:1-4 · Psalm 27:1, 4-9 · Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 · Gos-
pel Matthew 4:12-23 

YOU ARE INVITED TO A RETREAT IN 2026 
 
Any member of First Presbyterian in 
Ocean City can attend! It’s great fun! 
March 5-7 in Dewey Beach.  Regis-
tration now open! 
What’s planned for the retreat? 
 
What's planned for the retreat? 
• Discuss the Presbytery new struc-
ture  
• Learn how the new structure will 
move toward revitalization of our 
churches, our youth and more!  
• Collaborate with fellow church 
leadership AND members to be a part 
of it! 
Receive a $100 reimbursement after 
the event for 3 or more attending 
from your church 


