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Liturgy for Sunday, December 20, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Advent
We Prepare Our Hearts and Minds: “But when the fullness of time
had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order
to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption
as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave but a
child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.” Galations 4: 4-7

Current Prayer Concerns:
Janet Fisher, Tamara Prater, Joe Denmyer, Terri Campanella, Edith
Feeney, Diane French, Martha Sekely, Andrew Nitzel, Christa
Showard, Dennis Carpenter, Bob Lebo, Margo Ericson, Muriel
Walburn, Merle Fisher, Tanya Ehlers, Kelsey Warren, Andy Hales,
Lydia Frasca, and G.G.

Those homebound or undergoing treatment: John Snyder,
Debra Latture, Debbie Poulson, Pat & John Langley

Ringing of the Church Bell
Welcome and Announcements

Berlin Nursing Home: For all those whom we’re unable to visit
or sing with during this time of virus.

Call to Worship: (responsive)
Elder Mabel Rogers
Praise the Lord!
Praise God from the heavens.
Young men and women alike,
old and young together!
Let us praise the name of the Lord,
whose name alone is exalted above earth and heaven.
Alleluia! Amen.

Prelude

Collection Plate
A reminder that, until we can resume our normal worship routines,
our collection plate is situated on the small table in the center rear
of the sanctuary. Thank you.

Directory Updates:

No updates this week.

Hearing Assistance
Headphones are available at the back of the sanctuary for hearing
assistance.

* Hymn: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” # 143
Prayer of Confession (unison)
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not lived as your
faithful children.
We have kept silent in midst of prejudice
and hatred.
We have been idle in the face of violence
and injustice.
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Calendar, Flowers, and Birthdays … and more!
Tuesday, January 12
Tuesday, January 12
Tuesday, January 12
Tuesday, January 19

Book Club
Deacons’ Meeting
Session Meeting
WOW

2:00 PM
3:00 PM
7:00 PM
11:00 AM

Flower Dedications:
~ A basket of flowers is dedicated to the memory of our
grandparents, Rudolph Feldmann and Sophia Ackerman Feldmann
Fogle, as they celebrated their December birthdays with Juanita, Irv,
and Sue in heaven. Rudy’s 120th on the 12th and Sophia’s 115th on
the 13th and in memory of the 63rd anniversary of Rudy’s
triumphant entry into the Eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Savior
on 27th. ~ David and Julie, Danny and Liz

In Gratitude
I’d like to thank you for the beautiful flowers and dedication last
Sunday. I missed being with you but the reality of being part of the
body of Christ—no matter where we are—is alive and well at First
Presbyterian. Lou, Dad, and I are so grateful to share in the life of
this congregation.

~ With great love, Beth

Birthdays:
Harrison Warren (12/27); Rob Eicher (12/28); Roger Steger (12/30)

We have not been a light to the nations,
and our lives have not revealed your glory.
Forgive us, Merciful God.
Repair the ugliness of our sin
and restore in us your beautiful grace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon (responsive)
Beloved of God,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
as a bride adorns herself with her jewels,
God covers us with the robe of righteousness.
Know that we are forgiven in Jesus Christ
and live as God’s beloved. Thanks be to God.

* Gloria Patri (unison)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without
end. Amen. Amen.

Prayer for Illumination (unison)
As you led Simeon to embrace the infant Jesus,
guide us, Holy Spirit, by your gracious light
that we may welcome your saving Word. Amen.

* Doxology (unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures
here below. Praise him above ye heavenly Hosts. Praise Father,
Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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1st Scripture Reading: Isaiah 61: 10-62: 3 [NRSV]
Deacon Nancy Wright

61:10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult
in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels.
61:11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.
62:1 For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I
will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her
salvation like a burning torch.
62:2 The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your
glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the
LORD will give.
62:3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a
royal diadem in the hand of your God.

2nd Scripture Reading: Luke 2: 22-40 [NRSV]
Rev. Dan McKenty

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law
of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male
shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair
of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under
the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
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“Anna the Prophetess” - Morenike Vincent
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29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”

A Sonnet for Candlemas
~ Malcolm Guite

They came, as called, according to the Law.
Though they were poor and had to keep things simple,
They moved in grace, in quietness, in awe,
For God was coming with them to His temple.
Amidst the outer court’s commercial bustle
They’d waited hours, enduring shouts and shoves,
Buyers and sellers, sensing one more hustle,
Had made a killing on the two young doves.

They come at last with us to Candlemas
And keep the day the prophecies came true
We glimpse with them, amidst our busyness,
The peace that Simeon and Anna knew.

For Candlemas still keeps His kindled light,
Against the dark our Saviour’s face is bright.
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33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being
said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother
Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own
soul too.”
36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the
tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband
seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty
-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and
prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came and began to
praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for
the redemption of Jerusalem.
39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord,
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was
upon him.

Time with Children and Youth
Rev. Dan McKenty

Sermon:

“Praise Him! Praise Him!”

Rev. Dan McKenty

* Hymn “Angels from the Realms of Glory” # 131
* Affirmation of Faith (unison)

In life and death, we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we
trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we
worship and serve.
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the
reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the
captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children,
healing the sick and binding up the broken hearted, eating with
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the
gospel.
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We trust in God whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love
God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s
image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one
community.
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer
of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to
accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us
together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life
or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (unison)
As children of God and heirs of the promise,
let us pray to the Lord, saying,
Loving God, hear our prayer.
For the holy church of God,
that all who have been baptized into Christ
may shine like the dawn,
bear witness to the Good News of Jesus,
and light the way of salvation in Jesus’ name,
let us pray to the Lord: Loving God, hear our prayer.
For the nations of the earth,
that governments and those in authority may protect
the vulnerable,
shelter the oppressed,
and pursue the way of peace,
let us pray to the Lord: Loving God, hear our prayer.

For the planet earth, our home,
that we may honor her gifts,
respect her limitations,
and protect her resources,
let us pray to the Lord: Loving God, hear our prayer.
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For those troubled with illness, hardship, or conflict,
that they may receive healing for their bodies,
release from their burdens,
and mending of their brokenness,
let us pray to the Lord: Loving God, hear our prayer.
Specifically, we pray for ….
Hear us, O God, for our eyes have seen your salvation.
Let your light shine through us and fill the world
with the radiance of your love revealed in Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who taught us to pray to you by saying, Our Father who
art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” # 152
Charge
Benediction
Postlude
***************

Go Now in Peace
Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of ev'ry day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. Amen
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