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Liturgy for Sunday, July 11th, 2021
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
We Prepare Our Hearts and Minds: “Let me hear what God
the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his
faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.” Psalm 85: 8

Ringing of the Church Bell
Welcome and Announcements

Current Prayer Concerns:
Berlin Nursing Home: For all those whom were unable to
visit or sing with during this time of virus.

Hearing Assistance
Headphones are available at the back of the sanctuary for
hearing assistance.

Directory Updates: No updates this week.

Call to Worship: (responsive)
Evan Rogers

Come, let us worship God
with the passion and joy of King David
and all the people
who sang and danced before the ark of the covenant.
Let us worship our Savior
with the songs of praise and thanksgiving of
the apostle Paul
and all who are blessed with every spiritual blessing.
God has blessed us in our Lord Jesus Christ,
destined us to be children of God,
and sealed us in the Holy Spirit.
Let us worship God. Amen.

Prelude
Introit: “The Family of God”
* Hymn: “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation” # 276
* Passing the Peace
Prayer of Confession (unison)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
you are the God of glory.
We confess that we often forget
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Calendar, Birthdays … and more!
Mon, July 12th
Tues, July 13th
Tues, July 13th
Tues, July 13th
Wed, July 14th
Wed, July 14th
Wed, July 14th
Thu, July 15th
Fri, July 16th
Sat, July 17th

CRU Meeting
Deacon’s Meeting
Pack Breakfasts
Session Meeting
Hand-Out Breakfasts
Girl Scouts # 812
Choir Practice
CRU Meeting
Piano Tuning
Sligo-by-the-Sea

6:30 PM
3:00 PM
3:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 AM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:30 PM
10:30 AM
9:00 AM

Birthdays:
Chris Greenwood (7/13), Dot Ross (7/17)

Flowers:
~ A chancel vase of flowers has been given in memory of my
husband, Leroy Cropper, Jr. and in remembrance of our
wedding day, July 11, 1964. I will always love you. ~ Marty
~ A basket of flowers is dedicated to God and all His wonders
and in honor of Dot Ross and the celebration of her 101st
birthday on July 17th. Dot is a quiet shining star, loving many
and being loved by many. She is always smiling, gracious, and
thoughtful. She is an elegant lady and we are blessed to be a
part of her life.

Donations for International Student Breakfasts
Donations of the following items will be gratefully accepted so
that we can provide a carry-out breakfast for the international
students during July and August.






juice boxes
breakfast bars
hard-boiled eggs (3 dozen every week) - unpeeled
fruit cups (we have plenty of applesauce)
pudding snack cups

Thank you, from W.O.W.— Women of Worship
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that your holiness is dangerous.
We take our impurities for granted,
make excuses for the sins we commit,
and expect you to overlook the harm we cause
while still demanding justice from others.
We do not deserve your mercy.
Forgive us,
and return us to a right relationship with you
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ.
You made us for the purpose of praising you;
enliven us with the Holy Spirit
so that we can fulfill our calling
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon (responsive)

According to the riches of his grace,
which God has lavished upon us
and sealed for us by the promised Holy Spirit,
hear this good news:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

* Gloria Patri (unison)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As
it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without
end Amen. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering

Consider what God has given to us in Jesus Christ;
remember that, even now, the Holy Spirit dwells in us;
rejoice that we are part of God’s plan for all time.
Let us present our offerings of thanksgiving.

* Doxology (unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all
creatures here below. Praise Him above ye heavenly Hosts.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

Prayer of Dedication

God of eternal blessings,
Thank you for filling us with every spiritual grace
that we might be a blessing for others.
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Consecrate the gifts we offer for the increase of your love.
May they bring blessing to others
and praise to your glorious name. Amen.

Faith Journey

Psalm 24
The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it, the world,
and those who live in it;

Renee Nardy

Choral Anthem: “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”
Prayer for Illumination (unison)
Spirit of the living God,
seal in us your Word of truth,
the gospel of salvation,
so that we can faithfully follow
and joyfully serve
our Lord Jesus Christ,
for it is in his name that we pray. Amen.

1st Scripture Reading: Ephesians 3: 1-14 [NRSV]
Jeff Fitzgerald
1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places, 1:4 just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. 1:5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus
Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 1:6 to the praise
of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 1:8 that he
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 1:9 he has made
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 1:10 as a plan for the fullness of
time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on
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for he has founded it on the seas, and established it
on the rivers.
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall
stand in his holy place?
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who
do not lift up their souls to what is false, and do not
swear deceitfully.
They will receive blessing from the LORD, and
vindication from the God of their salvation.
Such is the company of those who seek him, who
seek the face of the God of Jacob.
Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O
ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.
Who is the King of glory? The LORD, strong and
mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle.

Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O
ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is
the King of glory.
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“No One Is Beyond Redemption”
~ Dr. Anthony Theodore

This is the ultimate destiny
of all humankind.
It is for all, those who
have followed in the
footsteps of Jesus.
No one is beyond redemption.
No one is beyond being born
again to enjoy the life of infinite
loving that can be briefly
glimpsed through human love.
Human love is the experience
of the promise of the divine love
which we will experience in heaven.
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earth. 1:11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having
been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all
things according to his counsel and will, 1:12 so that we, who were
the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his
glory. 1:13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with
the seal of the promised Holy Spirit;
1:14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God's
own people, to the praise of his glory.

2nd Scripture Reading: Mark 6: 14-29 [NRSV]
Rev. Dan McKenty
The Death of John the Baptist
6:14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known.
Some were saying, "John the baptizer has been raised from the dead;
and for this reason these powers are at work in him." 6:15 But others
said, "It is Elijah." And others said, "It is a prophet, like one of the
prophets of old."
6:16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, "John, whom I beheaded,
has been raised."
17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him,
and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s
wife, because Herod[e] had married her. 18 For John had been telling
Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19 And
Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she
could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a
righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him,
he was greatly perplexed;[f] and yet he liked to listen to him. 21 But
an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for
his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22 When his
daughter Herodias[g] came in and danced, she pleased Herod and
his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you
wish, and I will give it.” 23 And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever
you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24 She went
out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied,
“The head of John the baptizer.” 25 Immediately she rushed back
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to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the
head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 The king was deeply
grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did
not want to refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent a soldier of
the guard with orders to bring John’s[h] head. He went and
beheaded him in the prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and
gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his
disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it
in a tomb.

Time with Children & Youth
Rev. Dan McKenty

Sermon: “The End of the Innocence“
Rev. Dan McKenty

* Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth” # 560
Affirmation of Faith—Apostles’ Creed (unison)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of Saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting, Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Almighty God, you have set a plumb line
from the foundation of the world to lead us
into truth. Receive our prayers of hope and healing
on behalf of the church and the world
Give wisdom to all leaders and people
to resist the earthly powers of fear and violence
that destroy our common life.
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In the face of injustice, oppression, and brutal power,
strengthen our wavering wills to stand in the power of Christ.
Stir up in us the power to care for your creation,
not as resources to be exploited,
but as a precious gift to be held in trust
as a revelation of your faithfulness.
Inspire your church to share Christ’s love
beyond the safety of its walls,
and fill us with an infectious joy for sharing your gospel
as we welcome your coming reign.
Bring healing and wholeness to all
who are haunted by broken relationships, abuse,
illness, or terror and trauma of any kind;
restore us in your peace. And we pray for ….
Eternal God, in Christ you gather all things up
in heaven and on earth;
enfold all those who will be born this day
and all those who will die into the joy
of your never-ending realm of peace,
for our hope is set on Christ as we live to praise his glory and to
pray the words he taught us saying, Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

* Hymn “Abide with Me” # 419
Charge
Benediction
Postlude
“God Be With You”
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