The Writer of the Words to our Second Hymn:
“God, You Hear Our Weary Praying”

Carolyn Winfrey Gillette is a well know hymn writer,
who takes a familiar tune and writes words to our
Biblical passages. She is also a Presbyterian pastor

along with her husband.

Carolyn has written over 400 hymns. Gillette and her
husband Bruce are the pastors of First Presbyterian
Union Church in Owego, New York since December

2018. They have previously served as pastors
in Philadelphia, Wilmington, Delaware, Pitman, New
Jersey and Sussex County, New Jersey.

Gillette was born in Harrisonburg, Virginia on May
28, 1961. She grew up in a Methodist family, and her
father was a graduate of Drew Seminary. She was
baptized and confirmed in Methodist congregations.
She graduated from United Methodist Church-
related Lebanon Valley College. She and her
husband Bruce are graduates for Princeton
Theological Seminary. They are the parents of three
children and four grandchildren.
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Order of Worship: Sunday, October 19, 2025

19th Sunday after Pentecost
We Prepare Our Hearts and Minds:

What if we stand this parable on its head and hear it as a
testimony to the persistence of God, who wants us to grant
justice to God's chosen ones who cry out day and night? Might
this parable speak to the resolute, persistent, unrelenting,
determined One who keeps knocking on our door, challenging
us to respond, pressing us to accept God's claims, urging us to
work for the good of neighbors in need? Rev. Dr. Robert
Dunham

Welcome and Announcements
Prelude

Call to Worship: (Psalm 121 and 2 Timothy 4)

Elder Mabel Rogers

We lift up our eyes to the hills — from where will our
help come?

Our help comes not from the hills, but from the

Lord who made heaven and earth.

| solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be
persistent whether the time is favorable or
unfavorable:

The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time on and forevermore.

With endurance, expectation, and joy, let us worship
the living God!

Choral Introit “To the Hills I Lift My Eyes
(Psalm121) *

* Hymn: “Seek Ye First” # 42

* Passing the Peace - Please turn to your
neighbor and pass the peace of Christ

The Writer of the Text and Music for our first hymn:
“Seek Ye First”

Karen Lafferty (born February 29, 1948) is an
American Contemporary Christian
musician from Alamogordo, New Mexico.

Lafferty graduated from Eastern New Mexico University and
unsuccessfully attempted to join a Campus Crusade for
Christ musical ensemble shortly after. Intending to pursue a
career in secular music, she moved to southern California,
soon beginning to perform at Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa.
She toured the Netherlands as an opener for Children of the
Day in 1973 and released her debut alboum on Maranatha!
Music two years later. Following the release of her second
album, Sweet Communion, she toured Europe as a
headlining act.

While on tour, Lafferty noted how popular American music
was, even though, for most professional American musicians,
touring Europe was not financially viable. In response she
founded Musicians for Missions in 1981, under the ministry
of Youth With A Mission (YWAM) Holland. This organization
sought to train young Christian musicians for mission tours
where they could perform live shows. She later moved
to Amsterdam to direct the organization.

Lafferty is the author of the praise and worship song "Seek
Ye First", first released on a 1974 Maranatha compilation.
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3rd Sunday Samaritan House collection

We will be collecting household items today, October 19
to take to Samaritan Shelter in Pocomoke City. Nancy &
Rich Wright are now delivering our collection to the
shelter each month. Household items such as dish soap,
laundry soap, bath tissue, paper towels, ziploc bags,
aluminum foil, etc. Anything that you need to maintain
a household will be welcome. So please remember this
when you are grocery shopping. Checks are also
welcome made out to Samaritan Ministries. Please give
checks to Nancy Wright.

Lunch Bunch for October

The Lunch Bunch will meet this Tuesday, October 21
at 11:30 at the Daybreak Cafe, 37427 Gateway Ln,
Selbyville, DE 19975. Come and join us! New
participants are always welcome!

Deacons meeting

There will be a brief meeting today of
the Deacons during the Fellowship Time
after worship.
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Call to Confession:

Prayer of Confession: (unison)

God of the covenant, you promise to write your law in
our hearts, that we might be faithful people who know
you and your will for us. Still, we stray from your ways,
we fail to tell the truth, we mirror the world around us
more than the good news of the gospel, and we fail to
acknowledge that you are our God. Forgive us, and by
your Spirit renew us. Engrave your covenant upon us
once more. Grant us courage and faith that we might
begin again to live what it is we say we believe.

Assurance of Pardon:

No longer shall they teach one another or say to each
other, “"Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord,
for | will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin
no more.

Hear and believe this good news! In Jesus Christ, we
are forgiven!

* Gloria Patri (unison) #622
Invitation to the Offering
Offertory

* Doxology (unison) #625
Prayer of Dedication

Choral Anthem: “I Am Not Afraid”

Prayer for Illumination: (unison)
Amid a world where sound teaching is hard to find,
our ears are easily tickled by words that suit our own
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desires. Open us to hear your word, O Lord, that we
might know you and your will for us today.

Ist Scripture reading: Genesis 32: 22-31
(p. 33 in pew Bible)
Jackie Bates

2nd Reading: Luke 18: 1-8
(p. 1038 in pew Bible)
Pastor Debbie Johnson

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Time with Children & Youth
Pastor Debbie Johnson

Sermon “Whose Persistence ?”
A sermon by The Rev. Dr. Robert Dunham
Pastor Debbie Johnson

* Hymn: “"God, You Hear Our Weary
Praying”

1. God, you hear our weary praying, and you know
that we lose heart. All around we see the suffering
of a world that's torn apart.

We see leaders of the nations filled with arrogance

and greed. We see friends and family hurting,
facing overwhelming need.

2. God, we cannot help but wonder: Do our
Frayers do any good? Do they change the nations'
eaders? Do they change our neighborhood? Why
do loved ones keep on suffering when they're in
our constant prayer? Do you hear the cries we're

offering? Are you listening? Are you there?
4

Current Prayer Concerns:
Virginia Miller

Lydia Frasca,

Bob & Dee Lebo

William Steger

Marie McCallister-sister of Marty Cropper
Christine Ruskin-7riend of Marty

Joe Nasatka-7riend of Marty

Eric Richardson-friend of Lisa Bayles

Kent Mitchell-7riend of the congregation
Amy Etheridge— Friend of Beth Fisher
Mark Payne— Friend of Beth Fisher

Larry Steele — Family of Dee Lebo

Pat and Ben Steele — Family of Dee Lebo
Jessica Colbert + Family — Family of Vicky Cairns
Beth Miller — Friend of the Hales

Chuck Shorley — Friend of the Hales
Scott Blank — Friend of the Hales

Chris Hazard — Brother of Ann Hales
Margie Baugher Cramer— Friend of Buzzy Bayles
Paul Whitson

Trip Kory

Carol Reese

Sarah & Cliff Dypsky

Maria Kontoyianni— Friend of Carol Scott

Fellowship Hosts Coming Up:
Oct 26  Jackie Bates

Nov 2 Mary Synder

Nov 9 Church Family Thanksgiving
Nov 16 Lisa Bayles

Nov 23  Vicky Cairns

Nov 30 Marty Cropper



Calendar, Birthdays, and More ...

Tues Oct 21 Lunch Bunch 1:30 AM
Wed Oct 22 Bell Practice 5:00 PM
Wed Oct 22 Choir Practice 6:00 PM
Fri Oct 24 Narcotics Anonymous 7.00 PM

Birthdays: Pastor Debbie (10/19)

Flowers: Flowers in the chancel vases are Igiven:
~ A basket of flowers is being dedicated to our Risen
Savior and in memory of our father, Irv Mumford, as
he celebrated his 101st birthday on October 11 in heaven
with Juanita and Sue and our Lord and Savior. David
and Julie and Danny and Liz

Pastor Debbie will now be taking all prayer
requests.. Email her at djhj3675@gmail.com or
text her at 843-568-6480..

Chancel vases open for dedication:
October 26th.....two

Reminder for Session

The regular meeting time for the Session has
been changed. Session will meet on Tuesday,
October 28 at 1:00 PM.

3. Then you teach us of this woman: She was
widowed; she was poor. "Grant me justice!" she
kedpt calling at an unjust judge's door. Thoufgh that
judge respected no one, he was no match for her
cries. He responded to her pleading, granting
justice, changing lives.

4. How much more is your compassion! God,
you're just and good and fair. May we lift to you
our sorrows and the burdens that we bear. Ma
we pray, for ?/ou reign o'er us! May we ask — for
you are kind! May we trust that you will help us in
your goodness, in your time

Biblical Reference: Luke 18:1-8. Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, attributed
to Benjamin Franklin White,; harmony © 2017 Christopher Gage ("God
Whose Giving Knows No Ending’) Text: Copyright © 2019 by Carolyn
Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.

Affirmation of Faith (The Confession of 1967)
The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis
in the life of humankind. His cross and resurrection
become personal crisis and present hope for women
and men when the gospel is proclaimed and believed.
In this experience, the Spirit brings God's forgiveness
to all, moves people to respond in faith, repentance,
and obedience, and initiates the new Life in Christ

The new life takes shape in a community in which
people know that God loves and accepts them in spite
of what the% are. They therefore accept themselves
and love others, knowing that no one has any ground
on which to stand, except God's grace

The new life does not release people from conflict
with unbelief, pride, lust, and fear. They still have to
struggle with disheartening difficulties and problems.
Nevertheless, as they mature in love and faithfulness
in their life with Christ, they live in freedom and good
cheer, bearing witness on good days and evil days,
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confident that the new life is pleasing to God and
helpful to others. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer

(unison)

* Hymn: “Spirit of God, Descend upon My
Heart" # 249

Charge
Benediction

Response:
Postlude: “Three-Fold Amen”

Liturgy crediit: Book of Confessions; Hymnary,
Rev. Matthew A. Rich for the Presbyterian Outlook;
Music license: CCLI-#1650329.

Pastor Debbie's Info:
Email: djhj3675@gmail.com
Cell phone: (843) 568-6480

Always available by texting or calling.

The Rev. Dr. Robert Dunham served as Head of Staff and
Senior Pastor for 27 years at University Presbyterian Church
in Chapel Hill, NC. Following his retirement he then served
as the Interim Senior Pastor at The First Presbyterian Church
in The City of New York. He is a native of Florida and a
graduate of Davidson College, Union Theological Seminary in
Virginia and Yale University Divinity School. Also after
retirement The Session of University Presbyterian Church
conferred to him the title of Pastor Emeritus. In 2024, Bob
celebrated 50 years as a Minister of the Word and
Sacrament in the PCUSA. Bob is the author of Expecting
God's Surprises: Devotions for the Advent Journey, published
in 2001 by Geneva Press. He is married to Marla, a retired
college English professor, and they have two adult children
and two grandchildren.

WHAT........... Game night
WHEN........... Tuesday November 4th
6:30 p.m.

WHERE......... Home of Mabel Rogers 11238 Adkins Road
410-641-5883 (h) 410-430-1909 (c)

WHY............. We enjoy playing games and each other’s
company.

SECOND DATE TO REMEMBER

WHAT............... Church Family Thanksgiving Covered Dish
Dinner

WHEN............... November 9th....After Worship Service

WHERE.............. Fellowship Hall

WHY................ It’s an annual event and we enjoy the sharing

of fellowship and good food

sign up sheet will be available next Sunday,
the 26th of October




