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Pastor’s Musings 
“The Season’s Upon Us” 

Ah yes, the season is truly upon us! 
No, I don’t mean Christmas, 
although technically it could still be 
called Christmas time. What I’m 
talking about is the New Year’s 
season. You know, the season 
exercise equipment retailers live 
for! It’s the season where we lie to 
ourselves about all of the positive 
changes we are going to make in 
our lives. “I’m going to lose 
weight!” “I’m going to learn 
French!” “I’m going to keep better 
track of my finances!” “I’m going to 
become a better listener!” “I’m 
going to be a kinder, gentler 
person!” 
 

All of these are good goals, 
although the learning French one is 
questionable, and most will be 
consigned to the ash heap of 
history by this time next year. There 
is, however, one goal we should all 
strive for this year and that is to 
make for ourselves a better prayer 
life. Many people tell me that they 
struggle with prayer and me, being 
hyperactive and borderline ADHD, 
can certainly sympathize. 
 

I have always admired those who 
could calm their nerves, still their 
minds, slow their heart rate and sit 
peacefully while they pray and talk 
with God for great lengths of time.  

In fact, throughout most of my life I 
was convinced that their way was 
the genuine way to pray, and that all 
other prayer fell short. I considered 
myself a prayer failure because I 
have the attention span of a 
hummingbird and can barely sit still 
for five minutes. 
 

But as I continue to read the 
gospels, two things strike me as 
being true. Thing one concerns the 
importance of prayer. While the four 
gospel writers weave very different 
tales of Jesus’ ministry, passion, and 
resurrection, all four writers stress 
Jesus’ emphasis on prayer. Not only 
did Jesus pray often but most of the 
major events which occur in the 
gospels occur in connection with 
prayer (when choosing the twelve 
disciples, on the mount during the 
transfiguration, when revealing to 
his disciples his true identity as 
Messiah, etc.). Thing two concerns 
the nature of the prayer and the 
manner in which Jesus prayed. A 
careful reading of the gospels reveal 
that seldom did Jesus have time to 
assume the lotus position and pray 
uninterrupted for long periods of 
time. Most of the time Jesus tried to 
pray he was being hounded by 
crowds who wanted to be healed, 
who wanted to be blessed, who 
wanted to be fed or who wanted to 
kill him. 
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But of all the times Jesus prayed, the time I find most instructive is his prayer 
in the Garden of Gethsemane. Calm and peaceful are not the words I would 
use to describe that type of praying and I am willing to bet that his mind was 
racing, and his blood pressure was through the roof. The word “distracted” 
probably doesn’t begin to describe what Jesus was feeling as he prayed. But 
the thing that impresses me most about Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane is how 
honest the prayer was. The human side of Jesus had been brought to the fore 
and he was terrified of the torture and the death that awaited him and he 
desperately wanted out and told his Father so in no uncertain terms. It was 
an honesty made possible because of Jesus’ unshakeable trust in his Father’s 
love and providence. 
 
If there is one thing we can learn from Jesus’ prayer life it is the importance 
of coming before God unmasked and with our shields down. Yesterday I 
reflected on how honestly I had come before God in prayer and I confess that 
there is room for improvement. 
 
If we trust in God’s love for us, then there is no reason to withhold anything 
from God when we pray. Our prayer doesn’t need to take place in a 
sanctuary or a bedroom. We can pray in elevators, traffic jams, office 
cubicles; we can pray in our kitchens, our living rooms, even our driveways. 
 
If we pray often and with an open and trusting heart, we will find that we are 
happier, more centered, and able to give more of ourselves to others. 
Walking with God every day instead of just coming to God on Sunday makes 
all of the difference in our spiritual and mental health. If you don’t want to 
take it from me then take it from Mother Teresa, “Love to pray. Feel often 
during the day the need for prayer and take trouble to pray. Prayer enlarges 
the heart until it is capable of containing God’s gift of Himself. Ask and seek, 
and your heart will grow big enough to receive Him and keep Him as your 
own.” 
 
Let the season be upon us. The season to grow our hearts big enough to 
receive God’s gift of Himself! 
 
Blessings to you all, 

Pastor Dan 
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A Word from our Clerk of Session: 
 
After celebrating our Lord’s birth with Christmas and then the birth of a new year, 
now we are into the winter doldrums!  The beauty of the snow falling, but the 
slipping and sliding as we try to get our many “chores” done.  This should be a time 
of reflection of all that we accomplished in 2021 and the things that we want to 
achieve in 2022.  With the pandemic still lingering on and at times seems to be 
overtaking us again, let’s work to boost up our friends and neighbors!  Write a 
thank you note!  Send a thinking of you card and note!  When preparing your meals 
make an extra serving and take to a friend or shut in!  Let’s work to be more 
cognizant of the needs of those around us.  A kind word!  A hug!  Just a smile! 
 
In Christ,  

 
Mabel 
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Book Club …January, 24th @2:00 pm— 

After having postponed our book club meeting for November, a 
new date and book has been chosen.  On January 24th   at 
2PM we will gather in Fellowship Hall for a discussion of two 
books.  We will have a short discussion of the Little Old Lady Who 
Broke All the Rules and then another discussion about The 
Baggage Handler by David Rawlings.  A short description:                   
  

When three people take the wrong suitcase from baggage 
claim, their lives change forever.   

   A hothead businessman coming to the city 
for a showdown meeting to save his job. 
   A mother of three hoping to survive the days 
at her sister's house before her niece’s 
wedding.    

   And a young artist pursuing his father’s 
dream so he can keep his own alive. 

Religions are not items on the supermarket shelf that we can pick and choose ... 
 

Christianity is a personal relationship of love and loyalty  
to the one who has loved us more than we can begin to imagine. 

And the test of that love and loyalty remains the simple, profound, 
dangerous, and difficult command: 

love one another. 
 

~ N.T. Wright ~ 
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Here we are trying to launch a new year and we find 
ourselves immediately hobbled by Covid in its new 
variation, jabbing us with yet another gut punch just as 
we thought we were coming out of its grim limitations. 
(Is there such a word as “grimitations”? There should 
be.) We’d all been doing some serious worrying about 
how well our churches were going to be able to emerge 
from this pandemic anyway, and now… well, here we go 
again. If we are sensible about keeping people as safe as 
possible, we are pushed back to more rigorous masking, 
more intentional and interactive livestreaming, and in 
some contexts, doing everything entirely online again, 
at least for the time being. 
  
Sigh, right? 
  
Online church, for all its magic and opportunity, feels 
supplementary to our purpose – it is one way that we 
can reach and connect. But you know Presbyterians: we 
revel in seeing full faces, singing robustly in praise, and 
hugging. While for some online church is a lifeline, to 
others it feels like “lesser church.” 
  
Then there’s the fact that Covid is exacerbating the 
decline of many of our congregations due to age and 
society’s lessening interest in organized religion. Pastors 
thought they were weary before – having the hope of 
return yanked away even for another while feels like a 
mean trick.  
 
So, let’s see how we can lift and encourage one another 
during this time.  
 
1. A set-back is not a failure. We are “struck down, but 

not destroyed.” (2 Cor. 4:9) God is still God and we 
are still here. 

 
2. See “online church” for the marvel it is, the lifeline 

and connection it can provide. Do it the best you 
can. Treat your online congregation like the 
beloved faithful they are. 

 
3. Put the masks back on, if you had taken them off. 

It’s an easy enough gesture that can save the life of 
someone who is medically vulnerable. This is not 
asking you to lay down your life for your friends – 
just asking you to lay down your comfort for a 
while. 

4. If your session and pastor decide to worship online 
only for the time being, accept it with grace and 
understanding. Remember the part of the ordination 
of officers or ministers where the congregation 
makes this promise:  Do we agree to pray for them, 
to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to 
follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who 
alone is Head of the Church? (The answer is ‘yes!’) 

 
5. Remember how much you have learned, grown, and 

surprised yourself during this time, how adaptable 
you really are. Take a few moments to allow some 
wonder and appreciation for how God has been at 
work in you.  

 
6. Remember that God has brought God’s people 

through times far more harrowing than this.  
 
7. Watch for how God is still calling you to bring the 

love, grace, and courage of Jesus Christ to everything 
you do. Stay connected to the Holy One by prayer 
and quiet companionship. Feed your soul with the 
same urgency with which you feed your body.   

 
8. And know you are loved. Deeply. Completely. 

Forgiven. Revel in that, and see how God provides 
what you need so that you can love this world and 
live more meaningfully.  

 
We will get through this.  
 
I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord 
    in the land of the living. 
Wait for the Lord; 
    be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
    wait for the Lord! 
                                         Psalm 27:13-14 NRSV 
 
Peace, 

 
 
 

Rev. Tracy Keenan, Missional Presbyter  
New Castle Presbytery 

Tracy 

COVID Again Again 
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Adult Sunday Morning Bible 
Study … 
 

Graison 
Wainwright 
has been 
studying 
Scripture for over 45 years 
and continues to find himself 
amazed at what he can still 
learn when he opens the Word 
of God.  Graison’s study is 
held each Sunday morning at 
9 AM in Fellowship Hall.   
 

The group is now studying the 
book of Exodus. 
 

All are warmly welcomed to 
join at any time! 

 
 

Prayer Requests 
 

If you have any prayer requests, please call the Church office at  

410-289-9340 (you may leave a voice mail), or email us at ocmdpresbyterian@gmail.com. 

If it is urgent, please send a text message (or call) Beth at 862-266-6939 and we will 

distribute a prayer alert as soon as possible.  If you would like to be added to our prayer 

alert email distribution list, please call or email the office. 
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    Birthdays 
 
Lisa Bayles   Jan 6 
Summer Brenner Jan 10 
Sue Latour   Jan 14 
Tina McKenty  Jan 17 
Lydia Frasca  Jan 19 
Sarah Dypsky  Jan 28 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 
 

 Bob & Jackie Bates 
   January 4 
 Steve & Lou Spock 
  Jan 14 

“Choices”  - Tess Gallagher 
 

I go to the mountain side 
of the house to cut saplings, 
and clear a view to snow 
on the mountain. But when I look up, 
saw in hand, I see a nest clutched in 
the uppermost branches. 
I don’t cut that one. 
I don’t cut the others either. 
Suddenly, in every tree,    
an unseen nest 
where a mountain    
would be. 
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Author Unknown 
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Missions We Support - ZOE International 
 

The Mission of ZOE ….  

REACHING EVERY PERSON. RESCUING EVERY CHILD. 
REACH EVERY PERSON: Bring the Good News. Train followers of Jesus Christ.  

RESCUE EVERY CHILD: End child trafficking. Restore survivors and at-risk orphans. 
[Matthew 28:18-20, James 1:27 ] 
 

As we begin the year 2022, we’d like you to learn about ZOE International, a key mission for our congregation to support 
as followers of Christ and his commandment to love God and each other (especially those who are most vulnerable) with 
all of our being. 

ZOE (a Greek word meaning “life”) was founded in the United States as a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization in 2002 by 
Michael and Carol Hart. The Harts founded ZOE International in response to their commitment to share the Gospel with 
those who had not heard and their passion to rescue orphans and other vulnerable children from human trafficking. The 
Harts sold their custom home and most of their possessions; set up headquarters in Santa Clarita, California; and moved 
to Thailand where the problem of human trafficking was steadily growing.  

In 2003, ZOE International Foundation began in Thailand with 47 at-risk children and has since been granted legal status 
by the government of Thailand, enabling the foundation to own and operate ZOE Children’s Homes. ZOE Foundation 
Australia was established as a not-for-profit in 2011. In 2017, ZOE was granted not-for-profit status by both the 
government of Mexico and Japan. 

ZOE is active in the fight against human trafficking working with both national and local governments, partnering with 
international and local nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), and assisting law enforcement in each of the countries 
where ZOE operates. 

In 2010, ZOE built a 40,000 square foot facility in Thailand, increasing its capacity to accommodate up to 250 children; 
built and opened a 60-bed, 8,060 square foot boys’ shelter in 2013; and completed work on its new $1.2 million Child 
Rescue Center in 2017.   

ZOE also operates a 2-year, live-in leadership school for young adults with a focus on developing indigenous leaders, child 
advocates and evangelists. Students are trained in leadership, bible-based instruction, vocational skills, language classes, 
and business skills. 

ZOE has partnered with the U.S. State Department’s Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons through a 3-
year, $500,000 grant for ZOE’s Enhanced Victim Protection Services program that has enabled ZOE to develop and 
implement a robust vocational program that prepares children for success in their areas of career interest and which has 
been cited by State Department inspectors as among the best they have seen. In addition, grant funds have been used to 
provide expert training for childcare providers at ZOE as well as 60 other agencies in a variety of subject areas.    

In Thailand ZOE has an active self-sustainability program on our 35-acre campus including organic crop production, 
organic animal husbandry, a fish farm, and water conservation. 

ZOE’s campus in Thailand has over 120,000 square feet of buildings, a state of the art rescue center. ZOE is building a 
campus in the USA, and continues to expand operations in Australia, Japan, and Mexico.  

ZOE has rescued and restored the lives of hundreds of children and led thousands of people to Christ. 

 
To learn more about  human-trafficking , and how ZOE works to protect at risk children, 
please visit:  https://gozoe.org/ 
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Chancel Vases for Sunday Worship 
For the Year - 2022 

 

Please take note of the Sunday’s with open Chancel Vase dedications.   
You may also add a Basket of Flowers ($30) or a Bud Vase of 3 Flowers ($24).   

This form only reflects Chancel Vases dedications. 
 

If you would like to place a dedication in one of the open spots, in memory or in 
honor of someone, please contact Marty Cropper at benzgrammyinoc@yahoo.com.  

January Vase # 1  Vase # 2 February Vase # 1 Vase # 2
2  Poinsettias  (red)  Poinsettias 6
9  Poinsettias  Poinsettias 13

16 Anonymous Anonymous 20 Rich and Nancy Rich & Nancy
23 Anonymous Anonymous 27  
30      

March Vase # 1  Vase # 2 April Vase # 1  Vase # 2
6 Greenwoods 3

13 10
20 Rich & Nancy Rich and Nancy 17 EASTER LILIES EASTER LILIES
27 24  Marty

May Vase # 1  Vase # 2 June Vase # 1  Vase # 2
1 Rich & Nancy 5 Beth & Lou Beth & Lou LaBrunda
8 Marty Pete & Olive 12

15 Rich & Nancy 19 Mabel
22 26 Pete /Olive
39

July Vase # 1  Vase # 2 August Vase # 1  Vase # 2
3 7 Mabel

10 Marty 14 Buzzy & Lisa Marty
17 Rich & Nancy 21 Rich & Nancy
24 28 Nancy Wright
31

September Vase # 1  Vase # 2 October Vase # 1  Vase # 2
4 Marty 2

11 9 Pete & Olive Marty
18 16 Rich & Nancy
25 Mabel 23

30
November Vase # 1  Vase # 2 December Vase # 1  Vase # 2

6 Marty 4 LARGE RED LARGE WHITE
13 Rich & Nancy Rich & Nancy 11 LARGE WHITE POINSETTIAS  (2)
20 Pete & Olive 18 Poinsettias Poinsettias
27 LARGE RED POINSETTIAS 25 Poinsettias Poinsettias
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WOW - Women of Worship 
 

Officers for the year 2022-2023 were elected at our last meeting and they are: 
 

Co-Leaders:  Karen Eberle and Carol Reese 
Secretary:  Nancy Wright 
Treasurer  Jan Phillips 
 

Much good has come from this great group of women over the years.  Mabel and I 
have been blessed to serve as Co-Leaders for quite a bit.  Thank  you for all your 
support and patience.  It’s been a great train-ride but time for new conductors! 

 
 ~ Marty Cropper and Mabel Rogers   

 

Women of Worship 
Tuesday, January 18th at 11:00 AM 

 
The Bible study this month is a familiar book: RUTH, a beautiful love story that takes place 
during a dark time in Israel's history.  
 
A special kind of love is revealed through the Loyal Love and Hesed, of Ruth and Naomi, and 
Ruth and Boaz. It is also a story of redemption.  
 
After re-reading this favorite story, consider who displays this love and how is it reflected? 
Ask yourself, do I share this kind of love in my relationships? 
 
Secondly, review the meaning of redeemer. What does it mean to you? Who are the 
"redeemers?" Finally, we become more aware of the importance of a "kinsman" redeemer. 
Who were they in the story? Who is our "kinsman" redeemer? 
 
The Women of Worship invite all women to join our luncheon meeting and study on Tuesday, 
the 18th at 11 AM in Fellowship Hall.  Bring your bagged lunch and experience the love, study 
and fellowship of the Women of First Presbyterian Church. 
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January 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

9:00am 
Adult Bible 

Study 
10:30am 
Worship  

4PM Boy Scout 
Troop #2173 

9:00am 
Adult Bible Study 
10:30am Worship  

9:00am 
Adult Bible Study 
10:30am Worship  

9:00am 
Adult Bible Study 
10:30am Worship  

9:00am 
Adult Bible Study 
10:30am Worship  

4PM Boy Scout 
Troop #2173 

4PM Boy Scout 
Troop #2173 

4PM Boy Scout 
Troop #2173 

4PM Boy Scout 
Troop #2173 

5:30 PM Choir  

5:30 PM 
Choir Practice 

5:30 PM 
Choir Practice 

5:30 PM 
Choir Practice 

6pm Girl Scouts  
Troop #812 
 

6pm  
Girl Scouts 
Troop  
#812 
 

6pm  
Girl Scouts 
Troop  
#812 
 

6pm  
Girl Scouts 
Troop  
#812 
 

Grace Parker 
Breakfast 7am 

Narcotics  
Anonymous 7PM 

Narcotics  
Anonymous 7PM 

Narcotics  
Anonymous 7PM 

Narcotics  
Anonymous 7PM 

Narcotics  
Anonymous 7PM 

Narcotics  
Anonymous 7PM 

Narcotics  
Anonymous 7PM 

3PM—Deacons’ 
7PM—Narcotics 
Anonymous 
7PM—Session 

2PM - 
Book Club 

11AM - WOW  
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We hope that you have enjoyed this 

publication of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Ocean City newsletter.  If you have 

information to share with your fellow church 

members, please feel free to call or email 

Beth LaBrunda at the church office 410-289

-9340 or ocmdpresbyterian@gmail.com 

Beth LaBrunda, Editor 

Sunday Church Activities 
Schedule of Worship 

 
Adult Bible Study:  9:00  AM   
Traditional Service:  10:30  AM   
Communion:   1st Sunday of each month 
   
Food Pantry for OC Community + Samaritan House—Drop off 
supplies during Church office hours or on Sunday morning. 
 
Office Hours:  Tuesday - Friday  9am - 12 noon 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Ocean City 
1301 Philadelphia Ave. 
Ocean City, MD 21842 
 

Church Email, Website, and Social Media 
 

Office Email:  ocmdpresbyterian@gmail.com 
Pastor Email: ministerocpresby@gmail.com  
Go to www.ocmdpresbyterian.org 
Sermons, Bulletins, & Newsletters available on our 
website. 
 

Like us on Facebook 
First Presbyterian Church of Ocean City 

Church Officers 2022 
 

Session 
 

Mabel Rogers (Clerk) 
Chris Greenwood Jan Owens  
Rich Wright  Sue Latour 
Bob Reese  Steve Hales 

 
Deacons 

 

Nancy Wright Carol Reese  
Karen Eberle Ann Hales 
Mary Snyder  Peggy Webster 
Jan Phillips  Marty Cropper 
 

If you can’t be with us in person ... 


