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Liturgy for Sunday, December 13, 2020
Third Sunday of Advent

Current Prayer Concerns:
Berlin Nursing Home: For all those whom we’re unable to visit or
sing with during this time of virus.

We Prepare Our Hearts and Minds: “How will this be,” Mary

asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit
will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So
the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be
unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever
fail.” “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.—Luke 1: 34-38

Collection Plate

A reminder that, until we can resume our normal worship routines,
our collection plate is situated on the small table in the center rear of
the sanctuary. Thank you.

Directory Updates:

No updates this week.

Hearing Assistance

Headphones are available at the back of the sanctuary for hearing
assistance.

Ringing of the Church Bell
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship: (responsive)
Elder Lisa Bayles
Elder Lisa Bayles
The Promised One of God brings good news
to the oppressed and binds up the brokenhearted.
We are witnesses to the light of Christ!
The Promised One of God proclaims liberty to captives and release
to prisoners.
We are witnesses to the light of Christ!
The Promised One of God comforts all who mourn and gives a
mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
Rejoicing always, praying without ceasing, holding fast to what is
good, we are witnesses to the light of Christ! Amen!

Prelude
* Hymn: “What Child is This” # 137
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Calendar, Flowers, and Birthdays … and more!
Sunday, December 13
Tuesday, December 15
Thursday, December 24

Annual Congregational Mtg 11: 45 am
Women of Worship-WOW 11:00 am
Christmas Eve Service
5:00 pm

Flower Dedications:

~ One large white poinsettia is given in loving memory of James B.
Thaxter, Jr. ~ Bill and Jan Owens and their daughters, Chris, Jessie,

Joellen, and Michael Anne

~ One large white poinsettia is given in honor of our children, Greg
Dypsky and Sharon Sauer and their spouses, Lisa and Jeff, and our
two grandsons, Nathan and Ryan. ~ We are blessed and grateful,

Cliff and Sarah Dypsky.

~ A bud vase of three red roses is in memory of my loving husband,
Dick, who celebrated his birthday yesterday with our Lord and
Savior. Always loved, never forgotten. ~ Mary Snyder

Birthdays:

Beth LaBrunda (12/14); Marty Cropper (12/16)

WOW - Women of Worship—Christmas Gathering!

Please join the Women of Worship on Tuesday, December 15th at
11am for our Annual Christmas Gathering!
Jackie Bates will lead us through our ongoing study on lament—so
remember to bring your bibles to continue digging into this
meaningful study.
Once again, we will uphold our joyful tradition of singing the
“Twelve Days of Christmas” and encourage everyone to wear their
favorite “Ugly Christmas Sweater” to add to our festive atmosphere.
A lunch of soup, salad, breads, and dessert will be provided.

Giving Tree for Cold Weather Shelter

Thank you for the many donations for the Shelter. At this time, they
have let us know they are looking to collect thermal underwear—
sizes Large and X-Large, for both men and women.

Bulletin Board - Christmas Cards

The right-side bulletin board, heading into Fellowship Hall, has been
reserved for all to post their family Christmas Cards. Save the
postage and share your Christmas Joy!
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath (responsive)
Mary Snyder, Jan Phillips, Sue Latour
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has
shined.
Week by week the light grows stronger and brighter, as we
anticipate the coming of the Christ.
The candles of Hope and Preparation are already ablaze. Today we
light the candle of Joy.
We excitedly anticipate the coming of the Mighty One. The promise
of healing, comfort, liberty, and freedom is good news that is
meant to be shared!
Rejoicing in the mercy and the justice of our Lord, we kindle this
flame. Together we lift our hearts and voices in songs of joy. Amen.

Prayer of Confession (unison)
Merciful God, you love justice; why, then, do we persist in
wrongdoing and every form of evil?
You have given us the gift of your Spirit; why, then, do we quench
the Spirit among us?
You have given us the words of the prophets and the Word himself;
why, then, do we despise and ignore what we have heard from
you?
You have sent the light into the world; why, then, have we loved
darkness rather than light?
Forgive us. Restore us. Till and tend us as your garden
until righteousness and praise spring up, for the sake of Jesus
Christ, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

Assurance of Pardon (responsive)
In Jesus Christ, the Lord has done great things for us!
Even if we have gone out in tears,
God brings us home shouting for joy.
Thanks be to God: we are forgiven!
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* Gloria Patri (unison)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without
end. Amen. Amen.

Prayer for Illumination (unison)
Holy One,
giver of life and light,
as your word is read and proclaimed,
illumine our hearts and minds,
that by the power of the Holy Spirit,
our lives may reflect God’s glory. Amen.

5 PM - First Presbyterian Church of Ocean City— 13th Street

* Doxology (unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures
here below. Praise him above ye heavenly Hosts. Praise Father,
Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

1st Scripture Reading: First Samuel 2: 1-10 [NIV]
Elder Marty Cropper
1 Then Hannah prayed and said:
“My heart rejoices in the Lord;
in the Lord my horn is lifted high.
My mouth boasts over my enemies,
for I delight in your deliverance.
2 “There is no one holy like the Lord;
there is no one besides you;
there is no Rock like our God.
3 “Do not keep talking so proudly
or let your mouth speak such arrogance,
for the Lord is a God who knows,
and by him deeds are weighed.
4 “The bows of the warriors are broken,
but those who stumbled are armed with strength.
5 Those who were full hire themselves out for food,
but those who were hungry are hungry no more.
“The Annunciation” ~ Paolo de Matteis ~ 1712
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Jupiter and Saturn will form rare
"Christmas Star" on winter solstice
On December 21, Jupiter and Saturn will appear closer in Earth’s
night sky than they have since 1226 A.D.
This December, Jupiter and Saturn will put on a show for sky gazers
that hasn't been seen in roughly 800 years. Astronomers are calling
it the Great Conjunction of 2020. On December 21 — coincidentally
the winter solstice — the two
largest planets in our solar
system will appear to almost
merge in Earth’s night sky.
During the event, Jupiter and
Saturn will sit just 0.1 degrees
apart, or a mere one-fifth the
width of the Moon. The sight
will likely leave many casual
observers wondering "What
are those large, bright objects
so close together in the sky?"
In fact, Jupiter and Saturn will be so close that you will be able to fit
them both in the same telescopic field of view. That’s an incredibly
rare occurrence. The last time Jupiter and Saturn were this close
together was in 1226 A.D., at a time when Genghis Khan was
conquering large swaths of Asia, and Europe was still generations
away from the Renaissance.

Humanity won’t have to wait quite as long to see the solar system’s
two largest planets repeat this month's performance, though.
Another Great Conjunction will occur in 2080. Of course, many of us
alive today won’t be around then, so it would be wise to soak in this
show while you can.

She who was barren has borne seven children,
but she who has had many sons pines away.
6 “The Lord brings death and makes alive;
he brings down to the grave and raises up.
7 The Lord sends poverty and wealth;
he humbles and he exalts.
8 He raises the poor from the dust
and lifts the needy from the ash heap;
he seats them with princes
and has them inherit a throne of honor.
“For the foundations of the earth are the Lord’s;
on them he has set the world.
9 He will guard the feet of his faithful servants,
but the wicked will be silenced in the place of darkness.
“It is not by strength that one prevails;
10 those who oppose the Lord will be broken.
The Most High will thunder from heaven;
the Lord will judge the ends of the earth.
“He will give strength to his king
and exalt the horn of his anointed.”

2nd Scripture Reading: Luke 1: 39-55 [NIV]
Rev. Dan McKenty

39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country
of Judea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted
Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in
her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud
voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is
the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of
my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting
reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she
who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”

As you enjoy the show this month, keep in mind that Jupiter appears
brighter because it’s bigger and closer than Saturn. Jupiter sits just
over half a billion miles away, while Saturn is roughly double that
distance. So, as you look out at the two, you’re really staring down
the barrel of our solar system and out into interstellar space.

Mary’s Song “The Magnificat”
46 And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me—holy is his name.
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those
who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
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No astrological meaning to the sight
Seekers of celestial significance will likely see the whole event as
some sort of sign related to the kind of year 2020 has been. But you
don’t have to put any stock in astrology (nor should you) to revel in
the astounding beauty of this conjunction.

52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he promised our ancestors.”

Time with Children and Youth
Rev. Dan McKenty

Sermon:

“God’s Gals”

Rev. Dan McKenty

* Hymn ”Hark the Herald Angels Sing” # 133

Affirmation of Faith - Apostles’ Creed (unison)

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church; the communion of Saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting, Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (unison)
God who restores,
you have done great things for us and we rejoice!
So often you have filled us with laughter,
even turning tears of sadness into shouts of joy.
You send prophets, who point the way to justice
and show the way to you.
We thank you for sending good news to us
and repairing so much that we have devastated.
In this season of light,
we lift up in prayer so many who wait in darkness:
people oppressed by poverty and discrimination,
by political upheaval or dangerous rulers;
people imprisoned wrongly
and also those imprisoned justly.
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Right what is wrong among us and in us
and restore us to you,
to others,
to ourselves.
Make the brokenhearted whole again;
comfort those who mourn;
repair our ruined cities.
In all the jostling and jingling of these days,
do not let us lose sight of you
or those whom you especially came to serve:
people who are in need of healing,
people who are overlooked or underserved,
the ones who are lost,
and the ones we have made to feel little and least. Specifically,
we pray for ….
Light of the world,
live among us always,
full of grace and truth.
This prayer we pray like the One who taught us to pray and we
say, Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn “Joy to the World” # 125
Charge
Benediction
Postlude

*************** *

Go Now in Peace

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of ev'ry day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. Amen
7

