First Presbyterian Church of Ocean City
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Liturgy for Sunday, February 7, 2021 - 10:30 am

Caravaggio—1601

Christ Healing the Mother of Simon Peter’s Wife - John Bridges

We Prepare Our Hearts and Minds:

“Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is
the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his
understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless. Even youths
will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the LORD shall renew
their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk
and not faint.” Isaiah 40: 28-31

Ringing of the Church Bell
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship (responsive)
Beth LaBrunda
Have we not known? Have we not heard?
Has it not been told to us since the beginning?
Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint. Amen.

Prelude

Hymn “Open My Eyes, That I May See” # 381
1 Open my eyes, that I may see Glimpses of truth Thou has for me;
Place in my hands the wonderful key, That shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for Thee, Ready, my God, Thy will to see;
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!
2 Open my ears, that I may hear Voices of truth Thou sendest clear;
And while the save notes fall on my ear, Ev’rything false will disappear.
Silently now I wait for Thee, Ready, my God, Thy will to see;
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!
3 Open my mouth, and let it bear Gladly the warm truth ev’rywhere;
Open my heart, and let me prepare Love with Thy children thus to share.
Silently now I wait for Thee, Ready, my God, Thy will to see;
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! Amen.

Prayer of Confession (unison)
God, you are everlasting,
the creator of all that is.
Your understanding is beyond measure.
We confess to you that we have
sinned against you and our neighbors.
In your compassion, forgive us,
for we place our hope in your steadfast love. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon (responsive)
Praise the Lord!
Our God heals the brokenhearted
and binds up our wounds.
God takes pleasure in those
who place their trust in God’s grace.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

Gloria Patri (unison)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

Prayer for Illumination (unison)
Holy God, speak to us what has been told from the beginning,
your Word that is the foundation of the world. Amen.

Doxology (unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. Praise him above
ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

1st Scripture Reading: Psalm 147: 1-11, 20c [NRSV]
Organist Jacob Todd
147:1 Praise the LORD! How good it is to sing praises to our God; for he is gracious, and a song
of praise is fitting.
147:2 The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
147:3 He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds.
147:4 He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names.
147:5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure.
147:6 The LORD lifts up the downtrodden; he casts the wicked to the ground.
147:7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the lyre.
147:8 He covers the heavens with clouds, prepares rain for the earth, makes grass grow on the
hills.
147:9 He gives to the animals their food, and to the young ravens when they cry.
147:10 His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner;
147:11 but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast
love.
147:20c Praise the LORD!

2nd Scripture Reading: Mark 1: 29-39 [NRSV]
Rev. Dan McKenty
1:29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with
James and John.
1:30 Now Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once.
1:31 He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she
began to serve them.
1:32 That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with
demons.
1:33 And the whole city was gathered around the door.
1:34 And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and
he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.
1:35 In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place,
and there he prayed.
1:36 And Simon and his companions hunted for him.
1:37 When they found him, they said to him, "Everyone is searching for you."
1:38 He answered, "Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message
there also; for that is what I came out to do."
1:39 And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and
casting out demons.

Sermon:

“Stitched Up and Raised Up”

Rev. Dan McKenty

Hymn “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” # 380
1 I am weak but Thou art strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I’ll be satisfied as long As I walk, let me walk close to Thee. [Refrain]
[Refrain]
Just a closer walk with Thee, Grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
Daily, walking close to Thee, Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.
2 Thro’ this world of toil and snares, If I falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares? None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee. [Refrain]

3 When my feeble life is o’er, Time for me will be no more;
Guide me gently, safely o’er To Thy kingdom shore, to Thy shore. [Refrain]

Affirmation of Faith - Apostles’ Creed (unison)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of Saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting, Amen.

Sacrament of our Lord’s Supper (responsive)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, God of majesty and splendor.
By your power you created all that is, making a universe out of chaos, and ruling over all things
in love.
Throughout the ages you called your people to love and serve you, and to be your light
among the nations.
When we failed you, you did not fail us and sent prophets to call us back to your ways.
We praise you that, in the fullness of time, you revealed your love by sending your Son Jesus to
be the light of the world.
He came to heal our brokenness and to set before us the ways of justice and peace.
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with the angels and the archangels and with all
the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord.
He was born to dwell among us, full of grace and truth; in him we have seen your glory.
He lived for you, spoke your truth, and showed your love.
Lavished with gifts from the Magi, he gave his life for others.
Baptized by John in the Jordan, he poured out his mercy for all.
Turning water into wine at a wedding, he transformed sorrow into joy.
In his death on the cross, he overcame death. Rising from the tomb, he raised us to eternal life,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we take from your creation this bread and this
wine and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising as we await the day of his coming. With
thanksgiving we offer our very selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your
service.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, that
the bread we break
and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, that we may be one with all who share this feast, united in
ministry in every place.
As this bread is Christ’s body for us,
send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.
Illumine our hearts, O God, with the radiance of Christ’s presence, that our lives may show forth his
love in this weary world.
Send us to befriend the lost, to serve the poor, to reconcile our enemies and to love our neighbors.
Keep us faithful in your service until Christ comes in final victory and we shall feast with all your
saints in the joy of your eternal realm.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours,
almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (unison)
God of the universe,
you sit above the circle of the earth,
and so we pray for the oceans and mountains,
inland water and the air we breathe.
Save and protect them, we pray.
Since the beginning of our faith,
we have looked to you to gather the outcasts,
heal the brokenhearted and bind up their wounds.
So we pray for the poor of the world,
the sick and the lonely. Specifically, we pray for ….

God, you build up Jerusalem,
and so we pray for our country,
for all the countries of the world,
and for all of our leaders.
May we all come to see that your delight
is not in the strength of the military
but in those who hope in your steadfast love.
How good it is to sing praises to you, O God.
We pray for your church,
here and around the world.
Empower us to go from town to town,
proclaiming the message of Christ.
Everlasting God, Creator of the ends of the earth,
we bless you, for you are gracious.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours, now and forever.
And now Heavenly Father, we pray the prayer taught to us by your Son, our Lord and Savior
and we pray, Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn “God Be With You” # 602
1 God be with you till we meet again; By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again.
2 God be with you till we meet again; ‘Neath His wings protecting hide you,
Daily manna still provide you; God be with you till we meet again.

Charge
Benediction
Postlude “Three-Fold Amen”

Prayers, Calendar, and More …
Berlin Nursing Home: For all those whom we’re unable to visit or sing with during this
time of virus.

Calendar
Tuesday, February 9th
Tuesday, February 9th
Thursday, February 11th

Deacons’ Meeting
Session Meeting
Brown Bag Bible Study

3:00 pm (via Zoom)
7:00 pm (via Zoom)
12:30 pm (via Zoom)

Birthdays
Dee Lebo (Feb 7th), Liz Mumford (Feb 9th)

Items needed in the Pantry this week:
 Small bottles dish and laundry detergent
 Small mayonnaise jars
 Small hand sanitizers

Brown Bag Bible Study!
Pastor Dan presents a new Bible study series
entitled “Equipping the Saints (that’s y’all!) –
The Brown Bag Bible Series” We will first tackle
the Book of Acts with a series entitled “Walking
with the Spirit.” The idea is to meet together via

Zoom every Thursday from 12:30-1:30. We will
break bread together, discuss the readings and
share how the text speaks to our own faith
lives. We will also
catch up with each
other, share joys
and concerns and
share each other’s
company.
Munchings, crunchings, slurpings and laughter

are all welcome so bring your sandwich, salad
or shake and join the crowd! A Zoom link will
be sent every Wednesday the day before and all
you need do is send Pastor Dan or Beth an
email asking to be included and you will
receive the Zoom invite every Wednesday, it’s
as simple as that! Because we are doing this via
Zoom, we have room for lots of participants so
spread the news to your friends and neighbors.
Our series kicked off Thursday, January 21st

but newcomers are enthusiastically welcomed!

