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 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, March 19th, 2023 

We Prepare Our Hearts and Minds:  
“I was blind, but now I see.” - John 9:25  
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship  (responsive)  
Karen Eberle - Deacon 
He was at his loneliest in Gethsemane 
his disciples were present, but they comforted him not. 
They but slept 
Yet your glory, he still accomplished. 
We are his disciples in this current age. 
Do we follow him? 
Let us Worship God. 
 

Prelude 

Choral Introit:  “I Want To Walk As A Child Of The Light” 
 

* Hymn “Immortal, Invisible” #25 
* Passing the Peace 
 

Sharing our Concerns, Joys, and Affirmations 
 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 
O Lord, our God, as we behold the goodness and glory in the 
presence of Christ, we find your very will lived before us in this 
world. Yet as we so behold, there are times when we find 
ourselves falling so far short of the discipleship that we wonder if 
you will remain our God. But still, O Lord, we dare to believe that 
you do forgive and that our repentance and grow beyond the past. 
Yes Lord, there are times we know what is right, and then do what 
is wrong, but followers of Jesus we would remain… 

Hear now our silent prayers of confession...   
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Current Prayer Concerns:  
Dot Ross, Dixie Porter, Hudson Day, Margy Kreppel, Karen Cobb 
Snyder, Christina Moore, Amy Etheridge, Connie Ellis, Bonnie 
Hancock,  Margie Bauer Cramer,  Eric Richardson, Samantha 
Kilgore, Janice Beckham, Russ Shallcross,  Carol Nelson, Joyce & 
Jack Vavrek,  Bob Lebo,  Lydia Frasca, Diane Devanna,, Larry (Black) 
Blackwell, and Marie McCallister  
 

Those homebound or undergoing treatment:   
John Snyder and Marie McCallister (Marty Cropper’s sister) 
 

Berlin Nursing Home: For all those who we were unable to visit 
or sing with during this time of virus. 
 

Fellowship Hosts Coming Up  
March  26 Beth Fisher 
April  2 Marty Cropper  &  Betsy Kipila 
April 9  EASTER BRUNCH  
April 16  Nancy Wright & Coral Reece 
 

Volunteers Needed ... 

We are seeking volunteers to help at  our Wednesday Food Pantry.  
From 9AM - 11:30AM greet people, guide them to the Food Pantry, 
and help restock the pantry from our storage, as needed. A sign-up 
sheet is on the glass table  in the back of the sanctuary.  Please 
consider participating in this much needed ministry.  
 

New Member Class 
Pastor Dan will be conducting a New 
Members Class on Friday,  April 14th at 
6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.   If you 
have an interest in joining our 
congregation as a member - or just 
would like to know more about the 
Presbyterian Church and Reformed 
faith, please put this date and time on 
your calendar!  It is sure to be a helpful and interesting discussion. 
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Calendar,  Birthdays … and more!. 
Sun     Mar 19  Boy Scout Troop # 2173  4:00 PM 
Tues Mar 21  WOW    11:00 AM 
Tues  Mar 21  Book Club   2:00 PM 
Tues Mar 21  Deacon Meeting  3:00 PM 
Wed Mar 22  Food Pantry    9:00 AM 
Wed Mar 22  Choir Practice    6:00 PM 
Wed Mar 22  Girl Scouts Troop # 812 6:00 PM  
Fri      Mar  24 Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 PM 
 

Birthdays:  Carolyn Fitzgerald (03/19)   Pat Langley (03/19) 
Evan Hass (03/21)  Danny Mumford (03/25)  Mary Snyder 
(03/25) 
 

Flowers:  Today’s Chancel vase is given: 
~ In thankfulness to God and in honor of Jacob Todd, our 
organist and choirmaster. We are blessed that Jacob has been 
sharing his God-given talents with us for nearly 13 years. We  
especially enjoy his original  arrangements.  
 

~ A basket of flowers is dedicated to the father, Son and Holy 
Spirit and in memory of our son Chris who began his eternal life 
March 20th, 2000. Fun filled and loving memories bring us many 
smiles. ~ Donald and Mabel Rogers  
 

Book Club - March 21st     (After WOW Meeting) 
At our next Book Club meeting, we will be discussing “Our Lady 
of the Lost and Found” by Diane Schoemperlen.   Told with 
humor and grace, this book is an absorbing tour through the 
Virgin Mary's history and a thoughtful meditation on 
spirituality,  our need for faith, and our desire to believe in 
something larger than ourselves.   
 

WOW - Women of Worship 
The Women of Worship will be meeting this Tuesday, March 21st 
at 11:00 AM.  Please bring a bag lunch to enjoy while Jackie Bates 
leads the group in a study on Esther and her relationship with 
her uncle, Mordecai.  A study guide was handled out during the 
last class.  If you have any questions, please reach out to Jackie 
at jaczim8@gmail.com. 
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Assurance of Pardon  (responsive)  
The psalmist assures us that God’s goodness and mercy will 
follow us, even pursue us, all the days of our life. As God’s 
forgiven people, receive this goodness and mercy, and live a new 
life in the grace of Jesus Christ. 
We will live as children of the light for Christ shines on us. Thanks 
be to God.  

 

* Gloria Patri   (unison) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As 
it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without 
end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
Our lives overflow with the goodness of God.  
Sharing what we have so abundantly received,  
we bring now our tithes and offerings to God,  
with gladness and gratitude.. 
 

* Doxology  (unison) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures 
here below. Praise Him above ye heavenly Hosts. Praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication  
Eternal God, We long to live as children of light, doing what is 
pleasing to you and bearing the fruit of the light through Jesus 
Christ, who awakens those who sleep, and raises those who are 
dead to new life. In his name we pray.  Amen.  
 

Choral Anthem:  “God Gives Us Love“ 
 

Prayer for Illumination  (unison) 
Gracious God, illumine our hearts and minds as the Scriptures are 
read and proclaimed, so that by the power of your Holy Spirit we 
may see what is good and right and true.  And seeing, help us to 
do what is pleasing to you, so that your glory becomes visible in 
our words and deeds. In Christ’s name, we pray.  Amen.   
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1st Scripture Reading:  Psalm 3 [NRSV] 
Elder Marty Cropper 
1 Lord, how many are my foes! How many rise up against me! 
2 Many are saying of me, “God will not deliver him.” 3 But 
you, Lord, are a shield around me, my glory, the One who lifts my 
head high. 4 I call out to the Lord, and he answers me from his 
holy mountain. 5 I lie down and sleep; I wake again, because 
the Lord sustains me. 6 I will not fear though tens of 
thousands assail me on every side. 7 Arise, Lord! Deliver me, my 
God! Strike all my enemies on the jaw; break the teeth of the 
wicked. 8 From the Lord comes deliverance. May your blessing be 
on your people. 
 
2nd Scripture Reading: To Be Announced   
Rev. Dr. Dave McNeilly 
 
Time with Children & Youth 

Rev. Dr. Dave McNeilly 
 
 

Sermon:  “On Prayer” 
Rev. Dr. Dave McNeilly 
 

*Hymn “Sweet Hour of Prayer” #433 
 

Affirmation of Faith  Apostles’ Creed (unison)  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
Saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting, Amen. 
 

We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
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Household Prayer: Morning 

Good morning, Lord. 
The day has dawned with the gift of sunlight, 

and I awaken from sleep 
into the light and grace of Christ.  

Thank you for this new day. 
Stay with me, I pray, 

shepherding me through all that the day will hold. 
Lead me into pleasant places, 

and give me the provisions I will need 
if I find myself in difficulty or danger. 

Whenever the cup of gladness overflows, 
help me to recognize that it is filled 

with your goodness and mercy. 
In praise and anticipation I begin this day; 

in Jesus’ name.  
Amen.   

 
 

Household Prayer: Evening  
With the night, Good Lord, comes rest, 

and a chance for my soul to be restored. 
You are with me in this and every darkness, 

so I will not be afraid.  
For all I have seen with my own eyes today, 

for all others have helped me to see, 
I give you thanks. 

For those things that I did not notice: 
signs of beauty and kindness, 

evidences of your grace, 
I pray that you will improve the eyes of my faith 

so that I can see you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 

and follow you more nearly tomorrow, 
and all my tomorrows. 

In the name of your Son, my Savior, I pray.  
Amen.  
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 Holy Week Schedule 

  

Palm Sunday—April 2 

10:30 AM—Traditional Lord’s Day Service.  

We will have a procession of the palms, led 

by our choir. 

Maundy Thursday—April 6 

6:00 PM—Agape Feast (pot luck) with 

Communion & Tenebrae Service—FPCOC 

Fellowship Hall. 

Good Friday—April 7 

12:00 PM—Crosswalk—Begins at Son’Spot on 

Worcester Street; will proceed north on the 

boardwalk, with intermittent stops for 

reflections and hymns.  Concludes at Atlantic 

United Methodist on 4th street, with 

refreshments. 

6:00 PM—FPCOC Good Friday Taizé Service. 

Scripture readings, Taizé hymns, and 

reflections from witnesses to the arrest, trial, 

crucifixion, and resurrection of our Lord and 

Savior.  

Easter—Resurrection Sunday—April 9 

6:00 AM—Community Sunrise Service—

Boardwalk & N. Division Street.  Ministers and 

musicians from area churches participating.  

Chairs and bleachers available—bring a 

blanket!  

9:00 AM—Brunch at FPCOC prior to our Lord’s 

Day Service at 10:30 AM. 
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Jesus Christ is the first and the last, the Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end; he is our Lord and our God. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
With all the faithful, let us pray to the Lord, who is our hiding 
place in times of trouble, who surrounds us with glad cries of 
deliverance. 
 

We pray for all who are hungry whether hungry for power and 
glory or hungry for a simple meal. Show the mighty  that you 
alone can satisfy their deepest need, and feed the poor  
from the abundance of your good creation. 
 
We pray for the church in times of trial whether tested by 
tempestuous change or tempted by safety of the status quo. 
Give us peace when anger and fear threaten to divide us, 
and challenge us when we are too comfortable in this world. 
We pray for leaders in high places whether determined to help 
those who suffer or distant from the cries of the oppressed.  
Open their eyes to see your saving power at work, 
and open their ears to hear your prophets’ calls for justice. 
 
We pray for those who are ill and suffering, Grant them peace 
and the hope of life eternal with you. And we pray for …. 
 
Lord God, instruct us in the way we should go and let your 
steadfast love surround us always; in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Savior who taught us to pray to you by saying, Our Father 
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever.  Amen. 
 
 * Hymn “O Worship the King” #10 
 

Charge 
Benediction    
Postlude and Response  “Two-Fold Amen” 
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 “I know Christians who yearn for God's older style of a power-

worker who topples pharaohs, flattens Jericho's walls, and 

scorches the priests of Baal. I do not. I believe the kingdom 

now advances through grace and freedom, God's goal all along. I 

accept Jesus' assurance that his departure from earth 

represents progress, by opening a door for the Counselor to 

enter. We know how counselors work: not by giving orders and 

imposing changes through external force. A good counselor 

works on the inside, bringing to the surface dormant health. 

For a relationship between such unequal partners, prayer 

provides an ideal medium. 

Prayer is cooperation with God, a consent that opens the way 

for grace to work. Most of the time the Counselor 

communicates subtly: feeding ideas into my mind, bringing to 

awareness a caustic comment I just made, inspiring me to 

choose better than I would have done otherwise, shedding light 

on the hidden dangers of temptation, sensitizing me to 

another's needs. God's Spirit whispers rather than shouts, and 

brings peace not turmoil. Although such a partnership with God 

may lack the drama of the bargaining sessions with Abraham and 

Moses, the advance in intimacy is striking. . . The partnership 

binds so tight that it becomes hard to distinguish who is doing 

what, God or the human partner. God has come that close.” 

― Philip Yancey, Prayer: Does It Make Any Difference?  
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“Why value humility in our approach to God? Because it 

accurately reflects the truth. Most of what I am — my 

nationality and mother tongue, my race, my looks and body 

shape, my intelligence, the century in which I was born, the fact 

that I am still alive and relatively healthy — I had little or no 

control over. On a larger scale, I cannot affect the rotation of 

planet earth, or the orbit that maintains a proper distance from 

the sun so that we neither freeze nor roast, or the gravitational 

forces that somehow keep our spinning galaxy in exquisite 

balance. There is a God and I am not it. Humility does not mean I 

grovel before God, like the Asian court officials who used to 

wriggle along the ground like worms in the presence of their 

emperor. It means, rather, that in the presence of God I gain a 

glimpse of my true state in the universe, which exposes my 

smallness at the same time it reveals God’s greatness.” 

― Philip Yancey, Prayer: Does It Make Any Difference? 


