THE WAY OF JESUS

The Way of Jesus is a journey of transformation—a
movement beyond the narrow scope of race, tribe, and
nation to a wider vision of community.

It is a movement beyond a naturally self-centered nature
to a spirit of personal humility and concern for the
welfare of others.

It moves us beyond the spirit of self-reliance, isolated
independence, and rugged individualism that separates us
from others in order to journey through life in mutual
interdependency grounded in compassion, sharing, and
service.
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It is a journey away from violence, //’
militarism, racism, and materialism.

The Way of Jesus is a rejection of
the values of selfishness, greed,
and violence that lay at the

core of these “isms” of

American culture.

— Kurt Struckmeyer,
A Conspiracy of Love
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Sunday, August 31, 2025
12th Sunday after Pentecost

First Presbyterian Church of Ocean City
Pastor Debbie Johnson

"Showing Real Hospitality”

Jacob Todd, Organist and Choirmaster
1301 Philadelphia Ave., Ocean City MD 21842
Phone: 410-289-9340
Office: ocmndpresbyterian@gmail.com
Website: www.ocmdpresbyterian.org
Office Hours: 9:00 —12:00 Noon
Tuesday - Wednesday - Thursday
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Order of Worship: Sunday, August 31, 2025
12th Sunday after Pentecost

We Prepare Our Hearts and Minds:

So, Christians can, for example, according to verse 2, show
strangers hospitality (philoxenias), not just because people were
being hospitable to angels. We're also ready, in The

Message’s words, with a meal or a bed when it's needed
because God in Christ has been hospitable towards us. Jesus’
friends can run the risk of welcoming strangers because we
know we can count on God to provide for and protect
hospitable Christians. https.//cepreaching.org/commentary

Welcome and Announcements
Prelude

Call to Worship:

Elder Vicky Cairns

Jesus said, "Love one another, even as | have loved
you."

Love is more powerful than fear; it is mightier than
hatred.

Let the love which God has lavished upon us be
poured out to those in need.

Help us, O Lord, to witness to you by the ways in
which we care for others.

Remind us, Lord, that we are called to be your
disciples.

As we worship this morning, heal our hearts and
spirits and prepare us for service. Amen.

Choral Introit “Praise Him! Praise Him!"

* Hymn: “Come and Praise the Lord Our
King” # 171

Coming Soon: “Wilderness Promise”

-a 5-week Bible study and 5-week Sermon
series.

Come join us Thursday mornings (starting
September 11) and learn about this time in the
Old Testament and how these passages have
application for us today. Sermon series will
begin on September 7.

1. “Transformation in the Wilderness”

2. “Idolatry in the Wilderness and Today”

3. “Murmuring in the Wilderness and Today”

4. “Economics in the Wilderness and Beyond”

5. “Complexity in the Wilderness and Beyond”
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Save the Date, The
next book club will be
October 21st at 11:30 AM

{
CHARLES MARTIN

From the bestselling author WHEN CRICKETS CRY
of The Mountain Between R
Us comes the moving story of

a man with a painful past, a E
little girl with a doubtful
future, and a shared journey
toward healing for both of their hearts.

Please Note:

The Adult Sunday School Class that was
meeting at 9 AM in the Fellowship Hall is now
on a hiatus.

Sermon Series beginning Sunday,
September 7 based on

“Wilderness Promise”
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* Passing the Peace - Please turn to your
neighbor and pass the peace of Christ

Call to Confession:

Prayer of Confession: (unison)

We confess, O Lord, that we love attention. We are
pleased when people single us out for something
good that we have done, for some outstanding act or
trait of kindness that we exhibit. We revel in the light;
but the seductive light too often captures us and we
seek its brightness and glory and turn our backs on
others in need. We have been given many gifts, but
have failed to use them to help others and to serve
you. Forgive us our vanity and greed. Heal our
wounded and aching souls. Place us again on the
pathway of peace and hope that is your way to true
life. For we ask these things in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon:

This is the good news: after what God has done
for us, what can anyone or anything do to us? We
are new people, graced by our loving God.
Forgiven, embraced, welcomed by our God, we
will offer open hearts and serving hands to
everyone we meet. Thanks be to God. Amen

* Gloria Patri (unison) #622
Invitation to the Offering

Offertory

* Doxology (unison) #625
Prayer of Dedication



Choral Anthem: “We Might Be Helping
Angels”

Prayer for Illumination: (unison)

Open our hearts and minds, O God, by your Holy
Spirit's power, that as scripture is read and the Gospel
announced, we might receive with open hearts
whatever you speak to us this day. Amen.

Ist Scripture reading: Jeremiah 2: 4-13
(p. 747 in pew Bible)
Betsy Kapila

2nd Reading: Hebrews 13: 1-8, 15-16
(p.1194 in pew Bible)
Pastor Debbie Johnson

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Time with Children & Youth
Pastor Debbie Johnson

Sermon "Showing Real Hospitality
Pastor Debbie Johnson
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* Helémn: "O for a World"

amiliar tune)
1. O for a world where everyone
respects each other's wa{s,
where love is lived and all is done
with justice and with praise.

2. O for a world where goods are shared
and misery relieved,
where truth is spoken children spared,
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Current Prayer Concerns:
Virginia Miller

Lydia Frasca,

Bob & Dee Lebo

William Steger

Marie McCallister-sister of Marty Cropper
Christine Ruskin-7riend of Marty

Joe Nasatka-7riend of Marty

Eric Richardson-friend of Lisa Bayles

Kent Mitchell-7riend of the congregation
Amy Etheridge— Friend of Beth Fisher
Mark Payne— Friend of Beth Fisher

Larry Steele — Family of Dee Lebo

Pat and Ben Steele — Family of Dee Lebo
Jessica Colbert + Family — Family of Vicky Cairns
Beth Miller — Friend of the Hales

Chuck Shorley — Friend of the Hales
Scott Blank — Friend of the Hales

Chris Hazard — Brother of Ann Hales
Margie Baugher Cramer— Friend of Buzzy Bayles
Paul Whitson

Trip Kory

Fellowshlp Hosts Coming Up:
Sep Jonelle Jones

Sep 14 Barbara & Betsy Kipila

Sep 21 Jan Owens

Sep 28 Oceans Calling NO fellowship
Oct 5 Country Calling NO fellowship
Oct 12 Carol Reese

Oct 19  MabelRogers

Oct 26  Mary Synder



Calendar, Birthdays, and More ...

Wed Sep 3 Choir Practice 6:.00 PM
Fri Sep 5 Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 PM
Sat Sep 6 Sligo By The Sea 9:00 AM

Birthdays: Carol Reese (9/1) Andrew Haas (9/2)
Benjamin Cropper (9/3)

Flowers: flowers in the chancel vases are given
~ In remembrance of the wedding anniversary of our
parents, Joseph and Margaret Madeiros August 22"
and remembering my mom, as she celebrates her
August 21*' birthday in Heaven. Mom and Dad, We
miss you. Billy and Jonelle Jones.

~ A basket of flowers is in memory of our parents, Irv
and Juanita Mumford, as they celebrate their 76th
wedding anniversary on September 4th in Heaven
with our Sister Sue and our Lord and Savior. They were
married in our church (the original church building in
north Division ST and Baltimore Ave,. (Now the Baptist
Church) by the Rev. Keith Postlethwaite. To the Glory
of God. our Mumford family has been a part of this
E_hurch family of 75 years. Danny and Julie, David and
iz

Pastor Debbie will now be taking all prayer
requests.. Email her at djhj3675@gmail.com or
text her at 843-568-6480..

Pastor Debbie's Info:
Email: djhj3675@gmail.com
Cell phone: (843) 568-6480

Always available by texting or calling.
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equality achieved.

3. We welcome one world family
and struggle with each choice
that opens us to unity

and gives our vision voice.

4. The poor are rich, the weak are strong,
the foolish ones are wise.

Tell all who mourn, outcasts belong,
who perishes will rise.

5. O for a world preparing for

God's glorious reign of peace,

where time and tears will be no more,
and all but love will cease.

Affirmation of Faith — The Apostles Creed
(unison)

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Ma(rjy, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the
holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer
(unison)

* 9 gnn: “In Christ There Is No East or West”
#



Charge

Benediction

Response:

Postlude: “Three-Fold Amen”

Liturgy crediit: Book of Confessions;
Ministry Matters, Lectionary Liturgies;
Rev. Dr. L. Roger Owens for the
Presbyterian Outlook;

Music license: CCLI-#1650329.

Do not neglect to
show hospitality
to strangers,

for by this some have entertained angels

Hebrews 13:2

Chancel vases open for dedications

September 7th 1 vase
September 14th 2 vases
September 21st 1 vase
September 28th 1 vase

Please have dedications to Marty Cropper BY
today, | will be unavailable until after
September 23rd.

Thank you, Marty

without knowing it.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Please see Jackie Bates to confirm or update your
information in the Church Directory.

We'd also like to extend the invitation to any visitors
who would like to be listed as a Friend of First
Presbyterian Church of Ocean City. You would be
included in any congregational wide emails going out,
including prayer requests, newsletters,

and announcements.

Updated digital copies will be emailed out this week,
with hard copies available next Sunday.




