First Presbyterian Church of Ocean City
First Sunday in Lent
Liturgy for Sunday, February 21, 2021 - 10:30 am

Caravaggio—1601

Noah’s Sacrifice
Daniel Maclise (1806-1870)

We Prepare Our Hearts and Minds: “We must surrender ourselves so utterly that we can never
own ourselves again. We must hand over self and all its rights in an eternal covenant, and give God the
absolute right to own us, control us and possess us forever.” A.B. Simpson

Ringing of the Church Bell
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship (responsive)
Beth LaBrunda
From water to wilderness:
God’s covenant continues;
God’s kingdom comes near.
On stone and in hearts:
God’s covenant continues;
God’s kingdom comes near.
From the ancestor of nations to the Son lifted up:
God’s covenant continues;
God’s kingdom comes near.
We follow Jesus on the Lenten path,
for where he is, we would be also. Amen.

Prelude

Hymn: “Morning Has Broken” # 60
1 Morning has broken Like the first morning,
Blackbird has spoken Like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them springing Fresh from the Word!
2 Sweet the rain’s new fall Sunlit from heaven,
Like the first dew fall On the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness Of the wet garden,
Spring in completeness Where His feet pass.
3 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning,
Born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation, Praise ev’ry morning,
God’s recreation Of the new day!

Prayer of Confession (unison)
God of mercy,
we begin this Lenten season in confession.
We do not live according to your ways,
but according to our own.
We condone violence,
participate in systems of injustice,
and use power to our own advantage
at the expense of others.
Forgive us, we pray,
when we are tempted to follow paths
other than those you set before us.
Teach us your commandments;
help us to turn from evil in its many guises,
and turn us toward your kingdom drawing near.
In covenantal love, remember us, we pray,
and be for us, once more and always,
an ark of safety and new life.
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon (responsive)
As Noah and his family were brought safely
through the flood onto dry ground,
so in baptismal waters
we are brought from death into new life in Christ.
Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of God,
forgives us and reconciles us and all things
in heaven and on earth.
Thanks be to God for this good news!

Gloria Patri (unison)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen. Amen.

Prayer for Illumination (unison)
Gracious God,
in rushing waters and in dry wilderness,
in every season and circumstance,
we need your sustaining word.
By the power of your Holy Spirit,
proclaim the good news among us today
so that we may repent and believe
and see anew how the time is fulfilled
and the kingdom has come near;
in Jesus Christ your Son, our Savior. Amen.

Doxology (unison)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. Praise him above
ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

1st Scripture Reading: Psalm 25: 1-10 [NRSV]
Organist Jacob Todd
25:1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
25:2 O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult over
me.
25:3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are
wantonly treacherous.
25:4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.
25:5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait
all day long.
25:6 Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of
old.
25:7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast
love remember me, for your goodness' sake, O LORD!
25:8 Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
25:9 He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.
25:10 All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his
covenant and his decrees.

2nd Scripture Reading: Genesis 9: 8-17 [NRSV]
Rev. Dan McKenty
9:8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him,
9:9 "As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you,
9:10 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every
animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.
9:11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters
of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth."
9:12 God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every
living creature that is with you, for all future generations:
9:13 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and
the earth.
9:14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds,

9:15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all
flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.
9:16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth."
9:17 God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me
and all flesh that is on the earth."

Sermon:

“A Journey to the Other Side of God”

Rev. Dan McKenty

Hymn “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” # 435
1 What a Friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry Everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry Everything to God in prayer!
2 Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble any where?
We should never be discouraged, Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness, Take it to the Lord in prayer.
3 Are we weak and heavy laden, Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our Refuge—Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer;
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, Thou will find a solace there.

Affirmation of Faith - Apostles’ Creed (unison)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of Saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting, Amen.

Sacrament of our Lord’s Supper (responsive)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right and our greatest joy
to give you thanks and praise,
O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe.
In your wisdom, you made all things
and sustain them by your power.
You formed us in your image,
setting us in this world to love and to serve you,
and to live in peace with your whole creation.
When we rebelled against you
refusing to trust and obey you,
you did not reject us,
but still claimed us as your own.
You sent prophets to call us back to your way.
Then, in the fullness of time,
out of your great love for the world,
you sent your only Son to be one of us,
to redeem us and heal our brokenness.
Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with choirs of angels,
with prophets, apostles, and martyrs,
and with all the faithful of every time and place,
who forever sing to the glory of your name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
You are holy, O God of majesty,
and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
In Jesus, born of Mary, your Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.
He lived as one of us, knowing joy and sorrow.
He healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
opened blind eyes,
broke bread with outcasts and sinners,
and proclaimed the good news of your kingdom to the poor and needy.
Dying on the cross,
he gave himself for the life of the world.
Rising from the grave,
he won for us victory over death.
Seated at your right hand,
he leads us to eternal life.
We praise you that Christ now reigns with you in glory,
and will come again to make all things new.

Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ,
we take from your creation this bread and this wine
and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising,
as we await the day of his coming.
With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to you
to be a living and holy sacrifice,
dedicated to your service.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.
Gracious God,
pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,
that the bread we break
and the cup we bless
may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
that we may be one with all who share this feast,
united in ministry in every place.
As this bread is Christ’s body for us,
send us out to be the body of Christ in the world
In union with your church in heaven and on earth,
we pray, O God, that you will fulfill your eternal purpose
in us and in all the world. Keep us faithful in your service
until Christ comes in final victory,
and we shall feast with all your saints
in the joy of your eternal realm.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.
Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (unison)
We will pray for the world and all creatures who inhabit that world, and we will pray, Merciful
Lord, hear our prayer.
For the nations and the leaders of those nations that swords be beaten into plowshares and
that peace reign over all creation.

Merciful Lord hear our prayer.

For the children of this world that they be loved, treasured, nourished and kept safe.
Merciful Lord hear our prayer.
For those that are poor in spirit that they be shown the light of your eternal love.
Merciful Lord hear our prayer.
For those suffering physical and emotional sickness that they be given your hope and your
comfort.
Merciful Lord hear our prayer. And we pray for ….
For those who are homeless, unemployed and suffering the ravages of this economy that they
be given work and the opportunity to feed their families.
Merciful Lord hear our prayer.
For those who have yet to know you that they be given the good news of your gospel in Christ
Jesus who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit now and forever and who taught us to pray to
you by praying Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn “God Be With You” # 602
1 God be with you till we meet again; By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again.
2 God be with you till we meet again; ‘Neath His wings protecting hide you,
Daily manna still provide you; God be with you till we meet again.

Charge
Benediction
Postlude “Three-Fold Amen”

Prayers, Calendar, and More …
Berlin Nursing Home: For all those whom we’re unable to visit or sing with during this
time of virus.

Calendar
Sunday, February 21st
Thursday, February 25th
Sunday, March 7th

Fellowship
Brown Bag Bible Study
Return to In-Person Worship!

11:30 am (via Zoom)
12:30 pm (via Zoom)
10:30 am

Birthdays
No birthdays this week!

I Am Bending My Knee
I am bending my knee
In the eye of the Father who created me,
In the eye of the Son who purchased me,
In the eye of the Spirit who cleansed me,
In friendship and affection.
Through Thine own Anointed One, O God,
Bestow upon us fullness in our need,
Love towards God,
The affection of God,
The smile of God,
The wisdom of God,
The grace of God,
The fear of God,
And the will of God
To do on the world of the Three,
As angels and saints
Do in heaven;
Each shade and light,
Each day and night,
Each time in kindness,
Give Thou us Thy Spirit.
Originally from the Carmina Gadelica I, 3
Taken from Esther de Waal, editor, The Celtic Vision

Hear the Good News! Beginning March 7th First Presbyterian Church will reopen for in-person worship, Adult Sunday School and all other normal church
activities. Masks, hand
sanitizers and distancing
will still be in place. We will
continue to hold off on
fellowship until the COVID
situation improves further.
Being together as the body
of Christ and worshiping
our Lord together is such
joy! We look forward to
seeing you all on the 7th. Please call Beth or Pastor Dan with any questions you
have. # 410-289-9340.

Brown Bag Bible Study!
Pastor Dan presents a new Bible study series entitled “Equipping the Saints (that’s y’all!) – The
Brown Bag Bible Series” We will first tackle the Book of Acts with a series entitled “Walking with
the Spirit.” The idea is to meet together via Zoom every Thursday
from 12:30-1:30. We will break bread together, discuss the
readings and share how the text speaks to our own faith lives. We

will also catch up with each other, share joys and concerns and
share each other’s company.
Munchings, crunchings, slurpings and laughter are all welcome so
bring your sandwich, salad or shake and join the crowd! A Zoom link will be sent every
Wednesday the day before and all you need do is send Pastor Dan or Beth an email asking to be
included and you will receive the Zoom invite every Wednesday, it’s as simple as that! Because
we are doing this via Zoom, we have room for lots of participants so spread the news to your
friends and neighbors. Our series kicked off Thursday, January 21st but newcomers are
enthusiastically welcomed!

Sanctuary Flowers

Fellowship—Zoom Style

On March 7th we will be able to worship
together in person again, and will want to
adorn our sanctuary with beautiful flowers
for our Lord’s Day Worship. A calendar has
been placed on the right-side bulletin board
going toward Fellowship Hall. Anyone who
would like to dedicate flowers in memory or
in honor of a loved one is encouraged to do
so. Forms are available at the bulletin board.
The following Sunday’s have openings for
chancel vases:

While we are worshipping apart physically, we thought it
would be helpful to restart our Zoom Fellowship. Let’s
make the most of the technology we have and spend a bit
of time seeing the faces we love and catch up on our lives,
together.

March 7 & 14 – 1 vase each
March 28 - 1 vase
April 11 - 2 vases
April 18th - 1 vase
Please contact Marty Cropper
(benzgrammyinoc@yahoo.com) with any
questions.

We’ll start the Zoom at 11:30 am, after our worship service.
As a reminder you don’t have to create an account—just
go to www.zoom.us and click on the Join a Meeting button
in the upper right hand corner. When prompted, enter the
Meeting ID and Password shown below:
Meeting ID: 886 5289 8320
Password: Fellowship
The Meeting ID and Password will be the same each week.
We’re looking forward to seeing you!

Girl Scout Cookies!
It’s that time of year!!! If you need to stock up on
your supply of those most yummy Girl Scout Cookies,
our very own Summer Brenner is the best source!
Call Kim Brenner at 443-205-2714, to purchase
cookies and arrange delivery.

$5 / box, except S’mores & Toffee-Tastic $6 / box.

Due to the generosity of our church
family and so many in our community,
our Pantry is in good shape for the next
week. Please keep an eye on our
Facebook page and next week’s
Bulletin, where we will note items that
we’re running low on.
Thank you all - we continue to be
neighbors helping neighbors.

